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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

1.1  PURPOSE OF THE GENERAL PLAN

The Dockweiler State Beach General Plan establishes goals and policies for long-range recreation and
operational development for Dockweiler State Beach. While the General Plan’s primary purpose is to
provide opportunities that enhance the recreational enjoyment of park visitors, it also provides guidance
for the protection and perpetuation of the Beach’s significant natural and aesthetic resource values. To
meet the goals and objectives set forth by the State of California Department of Parks and Recreation,
the Dockweiler State Beach General Plan includes the following elements that address the issues of
recreational enjoyment, natural resource preservation, revenue-generating activities, and environmental
concerns:

Resource Element

Land Use and Facilities Element
Interpretive Element

Operations Element
Concessions Element
Environmental Impact Element

1.2  UNIT IDENTIFICATION

Dockweiler State Beach is one of nine State Beach units operated by the Los Angeles County Department
of Beaches and Harbors. Comprising nearly 288 acres of sandy beach and bluffs, and more than two
miles of ocean frontage, the unit lies on the eastern sandy shoreline of Santa Monica Bay. With regard
to the Beach’s local and regional geographic context, Dockweiler is adjacent to Los Angeles International
Airport, seven miles south of Santa Monica, and 14 miles southwest of Downtown Los Angeles. Among
the Beach’s immediate neighbors include the Venice, Marina del Rey, and Playa del Rey communities

(Figure 1).

Although located in an urban area, access to Dockweiler State Beach is impeded by the Marina del Rey
Small Crafts Harbor in the north, and the Los Angeles International Airport in the east. These two major
public facilities interrupt the normal grid of surface streets and divert traffic destined for Dockweiler onto
one of the few arterials connecting to Vista Del Mar. Nevertheless, the Beach can still be accessed by
automobile. From the north, the beach is served by the Marina Freeway and Culver Boulevard. From
the south and east, the beach is accessed by the Imperial Highway and San Diego Freeway. In addition,
the expected completion of the Century Freeway in 1994 will enhance and facilitate access to the Beach.

Like much of the area that surrounds it, Dockweiler State Beach contains a wide variety of land uses.
Among the public facilities, recreational amenities, and natural resources located at the unit include paved
parking lots, public restrooms, concession stands, a 118-space Recreational Vehicle Park, a 14-foot wide
bicycle path, lifeguard stands and facilities, and a 4.04-acre Least Tern Bird Sanctuary (Figure 2).
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Introduction

Natural Resources:

History:

Management:

The vast majority of the unit’s 288 acres resulted from beach augmentation
projects that took place during the construction of the Hyperion Wastewater
Treatment Plan and the Marina del Rey Harbor. Sand deposits from these sites
were placed on the shoreline to create a coastal strand. Dockweiler’s principle
"natural” feature is its beach bluffs (Plate 1).

Dockweiler State Beach’s was once used by Gabrielino (Kumuvit) Indians who
inhabited the area by living on lagoons.

In 1885, Moye C. Wicks developed "Port Ballona,” the present site of the
Marina del Rey Harbor. Development in the area during the early 1900s
included the Del Rey Hotel and Pavilion and the Santa Fe Railroad line. The
unit was known as Moonstone Beach until the late 1930s. In March 1955, the
Beach was renamed by the State Parks and Recreation Commission to
Dockweiler State Beach in honor of a former member of the State Commission.

The Los Angeles City Department of Recreation and Parks operated the facility
until 1976 when it leased the facility to the County of Los Angeles Department
of Beaches and Harbors. Today, the latter continues to operate the Beach under
an agreement with the California Department of Parks and Recreation, and is
referred to as the managing agency throughout the remainder of the text of this
Plan.



TOTAL BEACH ACREAGE: 288 ACRES

NORTH OF CHANNEL: 21 acres

Venlce Pavilion: 3 acres®
Least Tern Site: 4.04 acres

Parking: 19 acres
RV Park: 5 acres
Bicycle Path: 7 acres

Restrooms and
Other Facilities: 5 acres

FACILITIES:
36 acres

BLUFFS AND BLUFFTOPS: 35 acres

-——— SANDY BEACH AREA: 196 acres
* Not included in the summary of acrés for the area north of tha Channet,
DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN Figure 3
—— = 77 Total Beach

State of California Departmntr VofParks and Recreation
Céunty of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors

GRUEN ASSCCIATES

Acreage Summary

i




PHOTO CREDIT: Security Pacific Photograph Coliection/
Los Angeles Public Ubrary

DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN

State of California Dep&rtﬁ;ﬁt of Parks and Recreation
County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors

GRUEN ASSOCIATES

Plate 1
Dockweiler State Beach: 1924



Introduction

13 BEACH ATTENDANCE

As illustrated in Figure 4 and Table 1, Dockweiler State Beach has experienced a substantial increase in
yearly attendance since the mid-1970s. Between 1975 and 1988, Dockweiler’s attendance grew from 2.2
million visitors in 1975 to 5.3 million in 1988. Like many other beaches situated along Santa Monica
Bay, Dockweiler’s attendance totals have decreased since its peak year in 1988. Yet despite the decline
in the past few years, Dockweiler State Beach still exhibits a 66 percent net increase in beach attendance
for the period between 1975 through 1990. .

T E000.000

5.000.000°

4.000,000

Attendance 3.000.000

2,000,000

1975 1976 1977 1578 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1086 1987 1988 1567 1950

Year

Figure 4
Beach Attendance: 1975-1990

TABLE 1
Beach Attendance: 1975-1990
Year | Atendmoo | Ve | Autondance |
1990 3,664,900 " 1982 2,893,675
1986 3,937,960 1981 2,870,980
1983 " 5,347,875 1980 1,901,069
1987 2,879,150 1979 1,734,823
1986 2,818,352 _ 1978 2,030,765
1985 3,116,102 1977 1,861,220
1984 3,135,490 1976 2,082,490
1983 3,666,366 1975 2,207,533
8
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2.0 RESOURCE ELEMENT

This Resource Element has been prepared in compliance with the Public Resources Code (Section 5002.2)
and the California Administrative Code (Section 4332), The data and recommendations in this Resource
Element establish long-range management objectives for the unit’s natural and cultural resources. In
order to obtain these objectives, specific actions or restrictions are identified to promote and establish
guidelines for suitable levels of development and land use. Resource sensitivities and physical constraints
are also determined in this unit’s Resource Element.

The following resource information summarizes the natural, cultural, aesthetic, and recreational resources
for Dockweiler State Beach. These data provides a concise and condensed version of information taken
from a large collection of primary and secondary literature that can be accessed from the State
Department of Parks and Recreation in Sacramento and at area offices. A detailed inventory of
Dockweiler State Beach’s characteristics and unique features, collected during the General Plan process,
is on file with the Department.

2.1 NATURAL RESOURCES

Topography

Dockweiler State Beach is situated on the edge of a broad aliuvial coastal plain in the Los Angeles County
Basin. Prior to 1948, the Beach consisted primarily of sea bluffs gradually eroded over time by the
Pacific Ocean. Due in large part to coastal construction projects such as the Hyperion Wastewater
Treatment Plant and the Marina del Rey Harbor, over 20 million cubic yards of compatible dune sand
has augmented the beach.

The slope of the bluffs
above the beach
average 20 to 35
percent. The slopes
have been landscaped
and also include \

pedestrian staircases VISTA DEL MAR

.......................

aATE BIAIND

A8 NOSUIIIIT

AVHMHIIH IVIFId W

PERSHING DRIVE

that provide access for | wwr | preasmmsiisiiizzzig A i Gt
beachgoers arriving by
way of Vista del Mar.

Although beach
augmentation projects AREA SURGECT TO COASTAL EROSION @
have created a valuable IZ} NATURAL BEACH BLUFFS (approximately 35 acres) NO SCALE

recreational resource, Figure 5

and have left Area Subjectto Coastal Erosion

Dockweiler a wider

beach than at any point

in its history, it should be noted that this portion of the site has been amﬁclally replenished, and is
subject to erosion.



Resource Element

Climate

Dockweiler State Beach experiences a marine Mediterranean climate moderated by the unit’s location next
to the Pacific Ocean and the Southern California coastal mountain ranges. Although the Beach primarily
encounters warm, dry summers and cool, wet winters, the prevailing winds and weather at Dockweiler
cause cooler summers and warmer winters in comparison with other places along the same general
latitude situated away from the ocean.

During the majority of the year, the area along the coast is distinguished by night and morning low
cloudiness and sunny afternoons. The Beach normally has mild temperatures produced by low clouds
and westerly sea breezes. However, gusty dry northeasterly winds known as "Santa Anas" often reach
the coast, bringing warm, dry air to the area from inland deserts. Such wind conditions prevail during
the fall and winter months. Occasionally, these gusts reach the entrance of coastal canyons which bisect
the unit area causing strong offshore flow conditions.

The annual average temperature for the unit area is 62.2 degrees Fahrenheit, while the average maximum
temperatures range from 64.4 degrees Fahrenheit in January to 76.3 degrees Fahrenheit in August. The
normal average precipitation, as recorded at the Los Angeles International Airport’s weather station, is
12.1 inches for the Beach area. The majority of the precipitation falls between late October and early
April when about one day in four may have measurable rain.

Hydrology

Dockweiler State Beach belongs to the Los Angeles San Gabriel River hydrologic unit, the Coastal Plain
hydrologic subunit, and the Santa Monica Heights hydrologic subarea. Although the unit does not possess
intermittent or year round streams, periodic stormwater runoff intermittently occurs only at Ballona
Creek. The Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant’s "wastewatershed" and offshore runoff is important
to the Beach since proper disposement of water material results in greater safety and enjoyment for
persons visiting Dockweiler.

Increasing demands on limited potable water resources within the rapidly growing Southern California
region has galvanized efforts to implement water conservation programs in the City of Los Angeles. As
a result, the quantity of available water resources for Dockweiler State Beach is limited. Water usage
at the beach is presently allocated toward public facilities such as restrooms, showers, and drinking
fountains.

Interest in water quality within the project area focuses on the water conditions and levels of contaminants
in Santa Monica Bay. In the vicinity of Dockweiler State Beach, six facilities are designated as point
sources of contaminants in the Bay. These sites include two municipal wastewater treatment plants, three
coastal generating stations, and one oil refinery. The sources of contaminants in the Bay include trace
metals, inorganic, non-metallic constituents (chlorine, phosphate, nitrogen), pesticides, and PCBs (decay
of products releasing the contaminant to the environment: transformers, capacitators). Dockweiler has
been closed at times to fishing and swimming due to unhealthy levels of contaminants from these point
sources. The Beach is also a location for discharge of surface storm drains, which are considered "non-
point” sources of poliution carrying oils and solvents from streets and gutters to the Bay.

10




Resource Element

Geology

The project study area lies along the southern Santa Monica Bay coastline which belongs to the
Transverse Range Geomorphic Province. Dockweiler’s physical appearance has undergone significant
changes over the past 50 to 60 years; the most notable of these changes being the widening of the coastal
strand. The shoreline strand of Dockweiler has been created through beach augmentation projects that
followed the construction of the Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant, the Marina Channel, and the
expansion of the Hyperion Plant. Longshore currents move toward the unit in a south to southwest
direction, and are weakest in winter and spring. Although these currents provide the unit with sand from
natural processes, Dockweiler has repeatedly utilized construction projects to replenish and expand the
beach.

With regard to the unit’s geologic characteristics, Dockweiler State Beach contains the following features:

® Pre-Cretaceous intrusive granitic and metamorphic rock underlies the majority of the unit. The
manifestation of unconformities consisting of Cretaceous-Tertiary contacts exists between the
underlying basement rocks.

¢ Holocene Beach sand covers the project from the low but relatively steep bluff at the edge of Vista
Del Mar to the shoreline. Excavation of the El Segundo Sand Hills* dune sand in 1948 and the
channeling of the Marina Harbor in 1960 has supplied most of the material for Dockweiler’s sandy
shore.

¢ The unit’s coastal strand consists of quaternary beach deposits and quaternary dune sand. In addition,
the artificial fills located in the vicinity of Dockweiler are comprised of quaternary alluvium and
upper pleistocene deposits.

* The primary seismic and geologic feature in the area is the strike-slip Malibu Coast fault.
Earthquakes, with magnitudes ranging from 4.5 to 4.9 on the Richter scale, have occurred in recent
years near the project site.

Soils

The nearly 20 million cubic yards of compatible beach sand placed on Dockweiler State Beach is mostly
comprised of "existing” sand originating from the sediments taken from the Hyperion dune sand and the
El Segundo Sand Hills. The median grain size of the Hyperion sand samples ranged from .35mm to
.40mm while the samples taken from the Beach ranged between .31mm to .40mm.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has estimated that the net annual rate of nearshore littoral transport
in Santa Monica Bay ranges between 200,000 and 250,000 cubic yards in a southerly direction. Evidence
of the dominant southerly direction of the movement of sediment can be observed in the form of a wider
beach on the north side of many groins in Santa Monica Bay. This beach widening results in the
interruption of sand supplies moving downdrift to southern beaches such as Dockweiler.

Historically, Dockweiler has experienced long-term erosional trends to its shoreline. Although the
ramifications of natural conditions such as strong winds and heavy rains contribute to the erosion of the
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beach, attempts to protect beachfront facilities have been made with construction of coastal structures.
These structures include several rubblemound groins that have served to slow long shore migration.

Plant Life

Plant life at Dockweiler State Beach is typicaliy located on the bluffs and as a landscape feature at public
facilities. Among the most dominant species include coastal sage scrub, sea fig, Mexican Fan Palm, Bird
of Paradise, and Melaleuca.

The vegetation on the bluffs is predominantly
comprised of sea fig and coastal sage scrub. Sea
fig (Carpobrotus) at Dockweiler takes the form of
succulent perennials that consist of coarse-leafed,
trailing plants useful for covering sunny banks,
and binding loose sand on the beach. Coastal
Sage Scrub is comprised of soft-woody shrubs
less than six feet tall, Adapted to fire, growth
occurs in late winter and during the summer and
fall seasons.

Plants that appear at the beach’s public facilities
include a Iarge and diverse collection of trees,
shrubs, and flowering plants. The Washingtonia
robusta (Mexican Fan Palm), a tall, slender tree
with short fan-like fronds, is located at most
restrooms and parking lots, Other landscaping
plants include the Melaleuca nesophila (Pink
Melaleuca), characterized by gnarled, heavy
branches that sprawl in picturesque patterns, and
the Strelitzia nicolai (Giant Bird of Paradise), an
evergreen perennial that has large banana-like
leaves. ’ T

Plate 2
Mexican Fan Palm and Ice Plant
near Deauville Restroom

Aquatic vegetation offshore from the unit comprises those organisms that exist in Santa Monica Bay’s
subtidal soft-bottom habitat, and sandy intertidal and surf zone. These organisms are typically diatoms,
blue-green algae, and flagellates.

No rare, or endangered plants have been identified at the unit.

Animal Life
Dockweiler State Beach falls within the ecoregibn defined as the California Chapparal Province. This

province includes the central part of the California Coast Ranges, and extends from the coast to the
mountains of central and southern California. Unlike many of the other terrestrial areas in this province,
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the project study area has relatively limited wildlife habitat resources. Nevertheless, two biotic
communities as well as Santa Monica Bay offer different wildlife habitats:

¢ Coastal Sage Scrub: The coastal sage scrub is a drought resistant and fire adapted plant association.
Along with the foraging opportunities provided by the vegetation, seeds, insects, and rodents, the
scrub also offers wildlife increased opportunity for resting, roosting, nesting, and escape cover.

¢ Santa Monica Bay: Marine mammals known to regularly appear are the California gray whale
(Eschrichtius robustus), the California sea lion (Zalophus californianus), and the Pacific bottlenose
dolphin (Tusiops turncatus).

Endangered, threatened, and special interest species sighted and known to exist at Dockweiler include the
California brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis), and the California least tern (Sterna albifrons).
Common species found at Dockweiler State Beach include various species of gulls, terns, and loons, and
domestic dogs and feral cats. In the immediate area adjacent to the unit, the El Segundo Blue Butterfly
is known to exist on the Chevron Oil Refinery property to the south and the dune areas east of the unit.

Marine Life

Much of the marine flora and fauna that live in Santa Monica Bay exist on the Bay’s sandy soft-bottom
habitat. This portion of the Bay that occurs west of Dockweiler State Beach consists of unconsolidated
sediment comprised of sand, silt, and clay. Those species living in this environment include the
following:

& Marine Flora: Diatoms, blue-green algae, and flagellates attach to sand grains or move about on the
surface of the sediments. Species that habituate in the intertidal and surf zone are sparse. Benthic
diatoms occasionally form a brownish green layer on sands where wave action is not too great, and
sea felt and sea lettuce may occur on protected beaches where there is little sand movement.

* Marine Fauna: The marine fauna for Dockweiler can be divided into two categories: The benthic
community and fishes. The former live in the soft, sandy intertidal substrate and on rock groins.
Common species include the Bean clam (Donax quoldii) and the Sand crab (Emerita). Although
fishes such as the smelt, surfperch, and halibut comprise much of the unit’s marine fauna, the grunion
is the most visible fish at the Beach since it uses Dockweiler’s sandy shore for spawning between
mid-March and mid-September.

Ecology

Dockweiler State Beach’s ecosystem consists of a terrestrial ground (coastal strand and bluffs) and
aquatic/marine environment (Santa Monica Bay). According to the California Public Resources Code
Section 5019.53, the project study area belongs to the Coastal Strip ecological region. This region
includes the entire California coast and consists of a variety of terrain such as the rugged shoreline of
northern and middle California and the typical dune sand character of most Southern California beaches.
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Although Dockweiler State Beach is predominantly an urban beach surrounded by urban land uses like
residential neighborhoods and heavy industrial plants, it is still possible to determine a number of
ecological units of special interest. Among these include:

e The Least Tern Nesting Area. This 4.04-acre dune sand, fenced area provides areas for foraging,
nesting, and roosting by the Least Tern. The continued preservation of this fully protected area
should be of paramount importance in order to maintain the existence of this endangered species.

e The Coastal Strand. Historically susceptible to flood during heavy rains and storm conditions,
Dockweiler State Beach’s coastal strand is referred to as "existing” sand as opposed to natural dune
sand since the vast majority of the unit’s sand has been derived from beach augmentation projects.
This beach resource must be closely monitored, and beach plan and profiles that study coastal erosion
should be continued.

s Bluffs. The bluffs are yét another sensitive ecological area on the beach requiring special monitoring.
Although vegetation grows on the slopes, efforts must be made to introduce indigenous species into
the area. Furthermore, beach visitors traversing down these slopes to the shore by way of the worn
pathways heavily contributes to the erosion and denuded appearance of the bluffs.

2.2 CULTURAL RESOURCES
Native American Resources

Based on a complete archeological survey, there are no known Native American sites at Dockweiler State
Beach. Prehistorically, Dockweiler was inhabited by Indians, who called themselves Kumivit, though
they are better known as Gabrielinos. This group had a dense population and a rich material culture,
With permanent villages established in sheltered areas along the coast, the Gabrielinos’ population
expanded eventually spurring the development of permanent villages having satellite communities. Their
communications network consisted of economic, religious, and social ties.

Euroamerican Resources

There are no known historic sites or any significant Euroamerican cultural resource sites, featares, or
buildings at Dockweiler State Beach. The most interesting historical cultural resource at the Beach is the
Old Lifeguard Headquarters located on the beach bluffs near the geographic center of the unit.

Historical Sketch

The Los Angeles area has a well established cultural record for the last 8,000 to 9,000 years. However,
three possible "Early Man" sites discovered in the area may provide evidence that people were present
as far back as 30,000 years. The well known prehistoric chronology spans three periods beginning with
the Millingstone Horizon (6000-1800 B.C.) followed by the Intermediate Horizon (1800 B.C.-500 A.D.)
and the Late Horizon (500-1769 A.D.). The Millingstone Horizon is characterized by the manifestation
of a gathering subsistence system which included the collection of wild plants, seeds, and shellfish.
Artifacts of this period include millingstones, hammerstones, and crude chopping/scraping tools. The
Intermediate Horizon revealed profound trends in resource exploitation, spatial distribution, and an
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enhancement in diversification and specialization. Although the activities of the previous period
continued, the significant changes during the Intermediate Horizon occurred in the simultaneous increase
in coastal resource exploitation and the decrease in plant coliection. In addition, hunting and maritime
resource exploitation also increased as important elements of the subsistence matrix. The Late Horizon
illustrates the culmination of the adaptive trends that occurred in the middie Horizon. The integral parts
of the cultural system (population density, social complexity, site diversity, and size of the interaction
sphere) were significantly aggrandized.

Current History

In 1885, Moye C. Wicks introduced the plans for the development of "Port Ballona,” the present site of
Marinz Del Rey Harbor. Attractiveness as well as locational importance brought the Santa Fe Railroad’s
first new rail line into Port Ballona, After a major storm caused considerable damage to Wicks’ wharf
in 1889, Santa Fe abandoned its right of way.

In 1902, the community became known as Playa Del Rey, meaning "the King’s Playground.” Efforts
to create new development projects such as a new rail line, the Del Rey Hotel and Pavilion, and several
new tourists attractions helped promote an increase in the area’s popularity. Heavy storms, however,
once again affected the area; the hotel was demolished by the rains and the Pavilion burned down. In
1923, the Dickson and Gillespie Corporation acquired most of the acreage within the area. Soon
thereafter, Playa Del Rey was annexed by the City of Los Angeles.

On March 10, 1955, the State Park and Recreation Commission changed the unit’s name — formerly
known as "Moonstone Beach” - to Dockweiler Beach State Park in honor of a former member of the
State Park abd Recreation Commission, Isidore B. Dockweiler. The name was updated in 1962 to
become Dockweiler State Beach. The Los Angeles City Department of Recreation and Parks operated
the facility until 1976. Since 1976, the County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors has
operated and maintained Dockweiler State Beach by agreement with the State Department of Parks and
Recreation.

2.3 AESTHETIC RESOURCES
Visual

The aesthetic resources of Dockweiler State Beach are perceived as an integration of external stimuli as
well as the personal interpretation made by a Beach observer. The project area possesses both positive
and negative features which may contribute to the overall experience for the Beach observer.

Several locations on Dockweiler offer spectacular views of the Beach and Santa Monica Bay. One of the
primary vista points is located on the bluffs at Vista Del Mar and Waterview Street (Plate 3). Because
the natural bluffs are located 700 to 900 feet from shore and approximately 20 to 35 feet above sea level,
visibility of the Santa Monica Mountains and Malibu are greatly enhanced particularly on a clear day.
Looking south, the beach, the Bay, and the Palos Verdes Peninsula can be seen from the dune sand area.

The Beach maintains a considerable amount of landscaping, The prominent and significant landscaped
areas include the Main entrance, the Recreational Vehicle Campground, the Gillis restroom, and the
Kilgore Center concession and restroom area. Although the Beach possesses several positive aesthetic
features, the presence of unattractive resources may diminish the overall visual quality of the unit. The
following features are considered as negative impacts:
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¢ Incompatible
adjacent land
uses. The
immediate
viewshed south
lcoks less
attractive due to
the presence of
the Hyperion
Wastewater
Treatment Plant
and the Chevron

Oil Refinery.

* Landscaping on the bluffs, Consisting of ice plants or coastal sage scrub, this vegetation has either
died or is sparse, leaving the bluffs looking neglected and denuded.

¢ QGraffiti and uninterestingly designed facilities create an unattractive built environment,
restroom, concession, and sand barrier facilities contain graffiti sprayed on walls and many of the
beach structures such as the Lifeguard Headquarters and the Scattergood Plant maintain blank wall

facades,

Noise

Auditory features are both pleasant and disruptive. The roar of the breaking surf and the screeching cry
of shorebirds greatly enhance the quality of the beach and often tends to screen the negative sounds
omitted from adjacent neighborhoods. While the pleasant and tranquil "natural sounds" of the ocean are
desirable, they are counterbalanced by the more disruptive sounds created by airplanes departing from

Plate 3
Vista del Mar at Waterview Street

nearby Los Angeles International Airport (Figure 6).

Figure 6

Noise Levels at Los Angeles International Airport
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2.4  RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

The Southern California coast offers priceless
recreational resources utilized by millions of
people each year. Offering a wide variety of
beach-oriented and recreational opportunities,
Dockweiler State Beach exemplifies the diversity
of experiences offered at Los Angeles County
beaches. According to the Los Angeles County
Department of Beaches and Harbors, Lifeguard
Division, more than 3.5 million persons visited
the area in 1990.

Recreational amenities at Dockweiler attract
beachgoers to the area throughout the year;
however, the vast majority of people visit the
beach during the summer when the coastal
environment provides relief from the warmer
inland areas. During the summer season,
predominant passive activities at Dockweiler are
beach-oriented, and include the following;

Plate 4

Sun bathing South Bay Coastal Bike Path

Picnicking
Swimming
Beachcombing
Surf Fishing

Jogging

In addition, favored active, recreational activities include:

Volleyball
Basketball
Bicycling
Catamaran Sailing
Hang-Gliding

s & & & @

17



Resource Element

2.5 RESOURCE POLICY FORMATION
Classification

Dockweiler State Beach has been a unit of the California State Park system since 1947, and was named
and classified a State Beach on June 21, 1962. Formerly known as Moonstone Beach, the State Park and
Recreation Commission officially changed the unit’s name to Dockweiler State Beach on March 10, 1955
in honor of a former member of the commission. The County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches
and Harbors began managing Dockweiler on June 1, 1976, and continues to manage the facility for the
State Department of Parks and Recreation today.

The State of California Public Resources Code defines a State Beach as a type of state recreation unit as
foliows:

5019.56. State Recreation Units. State recreation units consist of areas selected,
developed, and operated to provide outdoor recreational opportunities. Such units shail
be designated by the Commission by naming, in accordance with the provisions of Article
1 (commencing with Section 5001) and this article relating to classification.

In the planning of improvements to be undertaken within State Recreation Units,
consideration shall be given to compatibility of design with the surrounding scenic and
environmental characteristics.

State recreation units may be established in the terrestrial or underwater environments of
the state and shall be further classified as one of the following types:

(d) State Beaches consist of areas with frontages on the ocean or bays designed to provide
swimming, boating, fishing, and other beach-oriented recreational activities. Coastal
areas containing ecological, geological, scenic, or cultural resources of significant value
shall be preserved within state wildernesses, state reserves, state parks, or natural or
cultural preserves.

Declaration of Purpose

The purpose of Dockweiler State Beach is to provide quality scenic, natural, and recreational
opportunities for the public. The Beach should make available to all visitors -- for their benefit and
enjoyment — the wide variety of resources along the shoreline and coastal strand. In addition, all beach
activities should perpetuate both the active and passive beach-oriented recreational opportunities the unit
has to offer as well as maintain beach resources.

The implementation of management policies and the location of construction improvements shall be
accomplished in a manner which enhances public opportunities for beach-oriented recreation, and should
be provided in a high quality environment that preserves existing natural resources and reinforces the
acsthetic qualities of the unit.
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Zone of Primary Interest

The zone of primary interest for Dockweiler State Beach lies in that area outside the unit where land use
changes could affect the recreational and resource values of the Beach. This zone includes the adjacent
residential community in Playa del Rey, the El Segundo Sand Hills and Los Angeles International Airport
Northside area, and the Ballona Wetlands/Playa Vista community.

In addition, the department should be concerned about activities on all lands, regardless of the distance
from the unit, that through their development and use couid adversely affect the resources and features
of Dockweiler State Beach. Air and water pollution generated by adjacent industrial land uses such the
Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant, Scattergood Steampower Plant, and the Chevron Qil Refinery as
well as noise and fuel emissions from jet airplanes arriving and departing EAX have and will continue
to affect Dockweiler State Beach. Another potential concern focuses on the damming of rivers and the
building of breakwaters and other structures that could disrupt the replenishment and normal movement
of littoral sand.

2.6 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GOALS AND DIRECTIVES

In an effort to ensure that expansion plans for beach recreation facilities will be sensitive to the unit’s
existing natural and man-made resources, resource management directives have been established to govern
future recreational and facility development on Dockweiler State Beach. Planning, operational, and
resource management activities shall be carried out im accordance with the Resource Management
directives of the State of California Parks System. Specific departmental resource management directives
amplify the legal codes, and provide clear management guidelines. Directives that pertain to existing or
potential problems related to the management of resources at Dockweiler State Beach include:

#15 State Recreation Units: Protection of resources

#18 State Beaches: Avoid using sandy beaches for secondary uses
#19 State Beaches: Protection of resources

#33 Plant Species

#35 Wildlife Protection

#46 Environmental Quality

#58 Cultural Resource Protection

In addition to the policies, directives, and laws that apply statewide, the following specific resource
management goals and directives have been developed for Dockweiler State Beach.

Natural Resources

Coastal Erosion

Like many coastal units of the State Park System, coastal erosion has been identified as a potential threat

to facilities at Dockweiler State Beach. The unit’s coastal strand, however, consists of sand that has been
largely transported to the beach through beach augmentation projects.
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Goal:

Directive:

Goal:

Directive:

Preserve the coastal strand of Dockweiler State Beach for its recreational, natural, and scenic
values to be used and enjoyed by visitors seeking beach-oriented activities.

The managing agency (County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors) should
continue to support 2 beach monitoring and profiling program to determine conditions and
changes in beach elevation and beach width over time. Information collected as part of the
program include historical aerial and ground view photos, current aerial photos, and plan and
profile drawings. The program should be coordinated with the data collection efforts of the
U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the County of Los Angeles
Bureau of Engineers.

“Insure that new development on the Beach will neither create nor contribute to erosion or

geologic instability.

Construction of future permanent facilities shall be sufficiently set back from the existing
shoreline in order to ensure that the developments will endure through the life expectancy of
the project. The sufficient setback will be based on historical trends of erosion for that
portion of the unit where a project is being proposed as well as up to date available data.

Human-Caused Erosion of Beach Bluffs

Extending from Waterview Street to the north to Grand Avenue to the south, the 35 acres that comprise
Dockweiler’s beach bluffs are a significant natural resource. With an average height of 40 feet and slopes
ranging from 20 to 50 percent, the bluffs are
primarily inhabited by coastal sage scrub and

sea fig. The vegetation and the condition of
the bluffs,
denuded due to pedestrian crossings.

Goal:

Directive:

however, often look neglected and

Preserve and protect the beach
bluffs for their natural values.

Pedestrian access should be limited
froni Vista del Mar. All existing
accessways should be closed with
the exception of the pedestrian
paths at Waterview Street and
across Vista del Mar Park, In an
effort to protect the natural Plate 5

condition of the slopes, the Fence near Main Entrance
managing agency should investigate

various concepts that would

eliminate pedestrians trampling

terrs - -

20




Resource Element

vegetation on the bluffs. Proposals that should be considered include but are not limited to
fencing the bluffs (Plate 5) or red striping the curbs on Vista del Mar.

Goal: Eliminate the neglected and denuded look of the bluffs and enhance the slopes with
landscaping.

Directive: The slopes should be improved with the removal of non-native species and the re-introduction
of indigenous species. The type of species appropriate for the bluffs shall be determined by
the managing agency in consultation with the State Department of Parks and Recreation.

Plant Speci

The plant life on Dockweiler State Beach consists primarily of coastal sage scrub on its beach bluffs and
various vegetation that serves as landscape treatment at public facilities and recreation resources that
include parking lots, restrooms, lifeguard headquarters, and the recreation vehicle park. Existing
landscape plants growing at the unit include Mexican Fan Palm, Giant Bird of Paradise, Myoporum, and
Melalenca. Exotic species, such as the hottentot fig and periwinkle, have also become naturalized in the
sand dunes and slopes of the bluffs.

Goal:

Directive:

Goal:

Directive:

Goal:

Remove exotic species from the bluffs at Dockweiler State Beach in order to create an
environment suitable for the re-introduction of native plant communities.

The managing agency shall pursue a long-range plan to control and remove the presence of
exotic plants. Highest priority shall be given to those species most invasive and conspicuous
in the landscape. Coordination between the managing agency and State and local agencies to
manage and eradicate invasive exotic species on lands adjacent to the unit (i.e., El Segundo
Sand Hills) represents an important element in implementing the long-range plan.

Prevent exotic species from displacing native species. Preserve and encourage native species
that have greater value for native wildlife, and that do not require permanent irrigation and
greater maintenance COSts.

In order to maintain the diversity of native species, landscape treatment in developed areas
should incorporate species indigenous to the unit. If exotic species are used, these shall be
species that add to the overall quality of the landscape at the unit’s public facilities. A list of
appropriate exotic plants appears in Table 2. These plants shall be used exclusively as
landscape treatments and should be incorporated only in areas that have a Moderate or High
allowable use intensity (refer to Figure 7).

Where feasible, landscape new recreational and facility developments primarily with native
plant species in order to enhance the appearance of the Beach, reduce irrigation and
maintenance costs, and create new habitats for native wildlife.

21



Resource Element

Directive: The moist morning fogs
and sunny afternoons at
the beach provide an
excellent environment
for native plant
communities  that are
drought-resistant and
survive under trying
ocean conditions. It is
recommended that the
managing agency
consult the State
Department of Parks
and Recreation for a
listing of appropriate
native plant species.
Table 2 also includes a

list of species native to
the dune and bluff area
adjacent to the unit at
the El Segundo Sand
Hills.

Plate 6
Melaleuca nesophila

TABLE 2
Plant Palette

Plant Species that may be used as Landscape Treatment

NATIVE SPECIES: Appropriate for Zones IHII.

Artemisia
Atriplex
Baccharis
Dithyrea
Eriogonum
Heliotropium
Isomeris
Mirabilis
Plantago
Senecio

EXOTICS APPROPRIATE AS LANDSCAPE
FEATURES: Appropriate for Zones II and IIIL

Arctostzphylos
Cesanothus
Brosanthemum
Lantana
Osteospermum
Bird of Paradise
Juniperus

Karo

Melaleuca
Myoporum
Coral Tree
Mexican Fan Palm

These recommended native and exotic plants should only be used in the appropriate zone designations. The zone
designations correspond to the Allowable Use Intensity Map and Table. Other plant species that are indigenous to the
area will also be given consideration during the development review process.
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Animal Life

Although Dockweiler State Beach maintains relatively limited wildlife habitat resources, the unit’s coastal
strand and the coastal sage scrub on the beach bluffs provide two different micro-ecosystems. The
Coastal Strand, including intertidal areas, offers refuge for crustaceans and worms that are either directly
consumed by shorebirds or serve as food for fish, which in turn are consumed by other resident birds
such as loons, grebes, cormorants, and gulls. The coastal sage scrub houses vegetation, seeds, insects,
and rodents, and thus provides wildlife increased opportunity for roosting, nesting, and escape cover.
Endangered species that have been sited at the Beach include the California Least Tern and California
Brown Pelican.

Goal: Preserve, enhance, and investigate the potential expansion of the California Least Tern Bird
Sanctuary.

Directive: Recent studies have determined that an additional nesting colony should be established for the
California Least Tern. In order to identify the need or possible change in the diversity or
number of the species, the managing agency should study the potential expansion of the
current facility or establishing a new one near the mouth of Ballona Creek.

Goal: Preserve the Beach’s most significant topographic feature, its beach bluffs, in order to provide
the unit’s wildlife with habitat and foraging resources.

Directive: As part of the long-range plan to re-introduce native species to the beach bluffs, the managing
agency should also focus on creating a diversity of groundcover habitats that will support all
levels of animal life at the beach.

Aesthetic Resources
isual QOualit

Due to its centralized location between the northern arc of Santa Monica Bay and the tip of the Palos
Verdes Peninsula, various locations throughout Dockweiler State Beach provide spectacular views on a
clear day of the Santa Monica Mountains, Santa Catalina Island, and the Palos Verdes Peninsula. The
Beach’s linear quality and its adjacent location to the Marina del Rey Channel Harbor provide panoramic
views not only from atop the beach bluffs, but also from the coastal strand and viewing piers at the
Marina Channel.
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Goal: Preserve views of the ocean for beach visitors and motorists along Vista del Mar.

Directive: The managing agency should work to maintain scenic quality at Dockweiler State Beach by
limiting beach improvement projects from obstructing view corridors and providing
opportunities for appreciation of aesthetic resources. To enhance the visual quality of the unit,
facilities and landscape plans should be designed to enhance the existing built form and blend
with the natural landscape where possible,

Cultural Resources

Since Dockweiler State Beach is a man-made resource that traces most of its origins to beach
replenishment projects that took place during the late 1940s, early 1960s, and late 1980s, the unit retains
very few historically-interesting buildings or culturally-significant areas. Two places of cultural interest,
however, are the Old Lifeguard Headquarters building located on the bluffs near the geographic center
of the unit and the bluff area west of the Scattergood Steampower Plant where the sport of hang-gliding
originated.

Goal: Continue to investigate the potential for adaptive reuse of the Old Lifeguard Headquarters.

Directive: Because of the structure’s dilapidated condition, the managing agency should initially
determine whether the Old Lifeguard Headquarters can be structurally rehabilitated. Based

on the condition of the building, the managing agency should take the following course of

action: i —

1. If the building cannot feasibly be seismically and structurally improved, the structure
should be removed for safety purposes. '

2. If the building can be rehabilitated, the managing agency, for a period of two years
following adoption of the Dockweiler State Beach General Plan, should seek a developer
that would be interested in adaptively reusing the building. During this time, the
managing agency should also explore the possibility of adaptively reusing the structure
as a concession facility. All adaptive reuse proposals shall comply with the State Historic
Preservation Office standards for rehabilitation.

3. If during this period no developer can be found to rehabilitate the Old Lifeguard

Headquarters, the managing agency should document its findings with the State of
California Historic Preservation Office and remove the building for safety purposes.
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Goal:

Directive:

Restore a hang-gliding facility on the bluffs west of the Scattergood Steampower Plant where
the sport traces its origins. Commemorate the site with an interpretive exhibit (refer to the
Interpretive Element).

The managing agency should pursue the construction of a hang-gliding recreation facility on
the bluffs west of the Scattergood Plant. The agency should follow the guidelines for the level
of land use intensity and site development outlined in the Land Use and Facilities Element of
this General Plan.
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Plate 7
Hang-Gliding on the Bluffs of Dockweiler: April 1972
PHOTO CREDIT: George Uveges
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2.7 ALLOWABLE USE INTENSITY

The California Public Resources Code, Section 5019.5, requires that a land carrying capacity survey be
conducted prior to the preparation of any development plan for any park or recreation area; Section
5001.96 further requires that attendance be kept within limits so established. Allowable Use Intensity
refines the concept of land carrying capacity, and has been prepared as part of the Resource Element of
the General Plan in fulfillment of the above code requirements. The concept of Aliowable Use Intensity
designations serve as one of several factors considered in developing the Land Use Element of the
General Plan. Other factors that may also be considered in determining land use for any unit of the State
Park System include:

Classification and purpose

Recreation needs

Design considerations

Total carrying capacity

The desired quality of the recreation experience

Allowable Use Intensity determinations establish the limits of development and use an area can sustain
without an unacceptable degree of deterioration in the character and value of the Beach’s scenic, natural,
and recreational resources. Determinations that govern intensity designations are:

Analysis and Integration of Resource Management and Protection Objectives: Defined by the Public

Resources Code, other state laws, unit classifications and declarations of purpose, and specific
declarations of resource management policy presented in this Resource Element.

Resource Constraints: Those factors which would make visitor use or facility development unsafe,
economically impractical, or undesirable. Determining factors include erodibility and compaction
potential of soils, geologic hazards, slope stability, hydrologic conditions, potential for pollution of
surface waters, and flooding.

Resource Sensitivities: Defined as the conditions, locations, or values of resources that warrant restricted
use or development to protect resources. Sensitivities include factors such as the unit’s ability to
withstand short-term and long-term human impact; the fragility and significance of archeological and
historical resources; the durability, fragility, and regeneration rates of unit vegetation; and the wildlife’s
ability to tolerate human activity. The unit’s resource sensitivity may also consider scenic resources;
rare, threatened, or endangered plants, animals, and habitats; unique or scientifically important botanic
features; and other resources of regional or statewide significance.

Allowable Use Intensity for Dockweiler State Beach

Based on the preceding factors, Allowable Use Intensities for lands in Dockweiler State Beach have been
determined, and depicted in Figure 7. Three use intensity categories have been developed (Low,
Moderate, High) in Table 3, and outline the site conditions and the representative examples of facilities
and activities appropriate for each respective zone,
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Resource Element

TABLE 3
Allowable Use Intensity Zones

ZONE SITE CONDITIONS APPROPRIATE FACILITIES
AND ACTIVITIES

I- Low Areas of sensitive Natural Values: Viewing, Nature Study
Beach Bluffs, Wildlife Habitats

| II- Moderate | Area of Coastal Strand capable of Sunbathing, Swimming, Fire Rings,
withstanding heavy use, but subject | Portable Restrooms, Informal

to occasional ocean wave attack Picnicking, Other informal Beach-
oriented recreational activities.

III- High Existing Facilities, Higher Intensity | Parking Lots, Picnic Areas, RV
Recreational and Operational Campground, Volleyball, Hang-
Facilities Gliding, Bicycling
27
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STEAM POWER PLANT

SCAITERGOOD

ZONE

SITE CONDITIONS

APPROPRIATE FACILITIES
AND ACTIVITIES

9

LOW

Areas of Natural Resource:
Beach Bluffs, Wildlife Habitats

Viewing, Nature Study

9

MODERATE

Areas of Coastal Sirand
capable of withstanding
heavy use, but subjectto
occasional wave atfack

Sunbathing, Swimming, Fire
Rings, Portable Restrooms,
Informal Picnicking, Other
informal Beach-onented
recreational activities

@

HIGH

Intensity Recreational and

mx@:m_«moo__x_mm. I_osmq
Operational Faclities

Parking Lots, Picnic Areas,
R.V. OQBW round,
Volleyball, Hang-Gliding
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3.0 LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT

The Land Use and Facilities Element outlines the long-range public and operational facilities development
for Dockweiler State Beach based upon the unit’s resource preservation and public recreation needs.
Consisting of three major sections that cover the scope of the Beach’s land use, facility, and planning
issues, this element provides the following information:

¢ Describes the unit’s relationship with surrounding land uses and facilities.
e Iliustrates and explains current conditions in the unit.

e Jdentifies and recommends new facilities and uses which would remain consistent with the
allowable use intensities.

3.1  EXISTING CONDITIONS

Comprised of 288 acres of dune beach sand, Dockweiler State Beach is located on both the north and
south sides of the Marina del Rey Channel: 21 acres in the northern segment and 267 in the southern
segment. Although situated in an urban area, public facilities such as the Channel Harbor and the Los
Angeles International Airport impede the normal grid of surface streets and divert traffic destined for
Dockweiler onto one of the few arterials connecting to Vista Del Mar. From the north, the Beach is
served by the Marina Freeway and Culver Boulevard, From the south and east, the Imperial Highway
and San Diego Freeway provide access to Dockweiler, and in the future, the Century Freeway (planned
to open in 1994) will also serve the Beach.

Bicycle and pedestrian access to the Beach are available at a number of locations. The South Bay Coastal
Bike Trail has access points at the bridge that spans Ballona Creek and at Culver Boulevard. The path
winds south through the entire length of Dockweiler and connects to El Segundo and Manhattan Beach.
Pedestrian access is available at the 62nd Street Parking Lot, Culver Boulevard, and the pedestrian
staircases provided along the bluffs that link the Beach with Vista Del Mar, as well as the Main Entrance
at Imperial Highway.
For the purpose of this General Plan, Dockweiler State Beach has been divided into five study areas that
span the entire length of the unit. The areas have been grouped according to geographic locale, and the
location of existing and proposed activity centers. The five study areas are:

¢ AREA 1: Least Tern Bird Sanctuary/Venice Community

* AREA 2: 62nd Place Center/Playa del Rey Community

* AREA 3: Gillis Center/Lifeguard Headquarters

* AREA 4: Kilgore Center/Main Entrance

¢ AREA 5: RV Campground/Hyperion and Grand Street Centers
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Land Use and Facilities Element

Dockweiler State Beach is adjacent to a wide variety of land uses. With an ocean beach frontage
spanning more than two miles, the Beach neighbors urban land uses like the Venice and Playa del Rey
residential communities, the Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant, and the Del Rey Lagoon Recreation
Area. Yet despite this urban setting, Dockweiler also borders ecologically important areas such as the
El Segundo Sand Dunes and Ballona Wetlands.

Similar to its surrounding environment, Dockweiler State Beach also contains diversified land uses and
facilities. Although the activities at the unit are primarily beach-oriented and recreational, other land uses
and facilities located on the Beach include the Least Tern Bird Sanctuary, County of Los Angeles
Lifeguard Headquarters, the Sea World Marine Mammal Transfer Station, and a Recreation Vehicle
Campground. The following photo survey and Figures LUF-1 through LUF-5 depict the character and
location of the existing/proposed land uses and facilities for Dockweiler and the surrounding area.

AREA 1: Least Tern Bird Sanctuary/Venice Community

This portion of the unit comprises the
21-acre segment north of the Marina
Channel. The accompanying photo
illustrates the pedestrian promenade
and boat viewing areas located along
the northern jetty groin of the Marina
Channel. '

Proposals for this area include the
City of Los Angeles’ proposed
expansion of Ocean Front Walk.

Plate 9 depicts two of the primary
land uses on this portion of the
Beach: In the background, the Venice
Community that abuts the Beach
along Ocean Front Walk, and in the
foreground, the 4-acre Least Tern
Bird Sanctuary.

Plate 8
Pedestrian Promenade adjacent to Dockweiler State Beach

Plate 9
Least Tern Bird Sanctuary
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AREA 2: 62nd Place Center/
Playa del Rey Community

This portion of the unit extends from
Ballona Creek to the bluffs that begin
at Waterview Street. Adjacent land
uses include the Del Rey Lagoon
Recreation Area, and the beachfront
condominiums located along Pacific
Avenue and Trolley Way.

The Marina del Rey Fishing and
Viewing Pier located adjacent to
Dockweiler State Beach represents
one of the most popular spots on the
Beach (Plate 10).

Often considered a traditional beach
sport activity, volleyball represents
one of the primary recreational
resources at Dockweiler. Along with
cycling and watersports, volleyball
stands out as one of the most popular
recreational activities at Dockweiler.

Although volleyball facilities are also
available adjacent to the Bird
Sanctuary, Area 2 contains the
majority of the courts, such as those
illustrated in Plate 11.

The Playa del Rey Residential
Community, located adjacent to the
Beach and also east of Vista Del Mar,
has convenient access to the Beach
along Culver Boulevard and the
pedestrian accessway on Waterview
Street. Plate 12 depicts some of the
townhouses and bluffiop homes
adjacent to Dockweiler.

Plate 10
Fishing and View Piers (Marina del Rey)

Plate 11
Volleyball Facilities

Plate 12
Beach Front Condominiums
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Land Use and Facilities Element

Parking Carrying Capacity: Dockweiler State Beach currently contains nearly 1,400 paid public parking
spaces. As a result of its large size (288 acres) and wide coastal strand, the beach has the ability to
accommodate large numbers of beachgoers, particularly on major holidays such as Easter Sunday,
Memorial Day, the 4th of July, and Labor Day. Yet despite its capability to carry large crowds,
Dockweiler State Beach maintains a relatively low parking carrying capacity when compared to other
popular Santa Monica Bay beaches such as Zuma, Will Rogers, Santa Monica, and Manhattan. As
illustrated in Figure 14, Dockweiler State Beach ranks with Venice Beach among units with the lowest
number of paid public parking spaces per acre. In an effort to improve this substandard condition, the
Land Use and Facilities Plan proposes to increase the number of paid public parking spaces from 4.8 to
9.3 spaces per acre.

PARKING SPACES |
PER ACRE Shaded areq

represents parking
15 proposed by General Plan

Dockweiler Manhattan Santa Venice  WIll Rogers Zuma
Monica

BEACH

Figure 14
Parking Carrying Capacity for Santa Monica Bay Beaches

Growth and Development in Surrounding Areas

As indicated in the previous section, Dockweiler State Beach is a relatively underutilized beach that
receives high intensity use during the summer. Although it is important to consider current conditions
when planning proposed land uses and facilities, an understanding of both the growth in adjacent
communities and regional developments that may affect the area also play an integral role in planning the
future of Dockweiler State Beach. Two projects have been identified that could meaningfully increase
attendance at the unit: the residential component of the Playa Vista project located northeast of the Beach
and the Century Freeway (I-105).
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Land Use and Facilities Element

Playa Vista. Located less than one mile northeast of Dockweiler State Beach, the 1,007-acre Playa Vista
development proposes nearly 5 million square feet of office space, 720,000 square feet of retail space,
2,400 hotel rooms, a 600-900 slip marina, and a 260-acre wetland restoration area. However, the key
component of the project in relation to Dockweiler State Beach is the nearly 12,000 (15 percent affordable
units) dwelling units. Because of the development’s close proximity and its convenient transportation
access to the unit via Culver Boulevard and Vista del Mar, it can be expected that many future residents
of Playa Vista will use Dockweiler State Beach as a primary recreational resource.

Century Freeway. Expected to open in October 1994, the Century Freeway will extend from the City
of Norwalk to the east and will terminate at the intersection of Sepulveda Boulevard and the Imperial
Highway. Although the Imperial Highway currently provides convenient access for many inner city
residents, the Century Freeway will increase and improve beach access for residents from more inland
cities. As a major interstate highway, the Century Freeway may well have the same effect on Dockweiler
State Beach as the Santa Monica Freeway (I-10) had on Santa Monica Beach in the 1960s.
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Land Use and Facilities Element

3.3 PROPOSED LAND USES AND FACILITIES

With its many recreational resources and support facilities, Dockweiler State Beach has been well
established and accepted by the public. In an effort to complement the unit’s existing resources and
facilities, the following Land Use and Facilities Plan has been prepared. The various components of these
proposed land uses and facilities address issues directly related to the enhancement, preservation, and
location of beach elements and functions. Programs for facility and concession operation and beach
thematic interpretation are discussed in the Interpretive, Operations, and Concessions Elements. In
accordance with the State Beach designation, improvements to Dockweiler State Beach should accomplish
the following:

e  Provide diverse recreational opportunities.

e  Minimize environmental effects on the Beach’s and the surrounding area’s natural resources.
e Minimize high intensity new development.

s  Improve access, parking, restrooms, and concessions.

. Rehabi}itate and restore natural and cultural resources.

s  Provide management consistent with beach operation, resource protection, public health, and
beach safety.

The following recommended actions have been organized according to beach subareas established in the
Existing Conditions section of this Plan, Each section includes an identification of key planning issues
followed by land use/facilities findings and directives. Figure 15 and Table 4 summarizes the existing
and proposed land uses and facilities for Dockweiler State Beach.

AREA 1: Least Tern Bird Sanctuary/Venice Community

Planning Issues

e  Endangered species: California Least Tern (Sterna albifrons browni)
¢  City of Los Angeles proposal to extend Ocean Front Walk

Finding: The Least Tern Bird Sanctuary area has been a historic nesting site with nesting records dating
back to 1898. The enlargement and fencing of the sanctuary in 1988 has helped to eliminate
much predation and disturbance. Recent findings indicate that additional Least Tern nesting
sites have been established in the area. The managing agency should continue to preserve the
existing facility and investigate the potential for its expansion.

Directive: The managing agency shall assure any land use decisions related to the Least Tern Bird

Sanctuary should conform with policies for preservation and continued operation of the Bird
Sanctuary as outlined in the Resource Management Policy section of the Resource Element.

44



Land Use and Facilities Element

In addition, the managing agency should attempt to expand this facility or seek other areas

where nesting could occur.

Finding: The City of Los Angeles proposes to expand Ocean Front Walk from the Venice Beach area.
The managing agency shall assure that any expansion plans conform with the unit’s

classification as part of the State Park System.

Directive: The managing agency shall work with the City of Los Angeles to assure that any expansion
plans of Ocean Front Walk do mot adversely affect or change the character of Dockweiler

State Beach.

TABLE 4

Existing and Proposed Land Uses and Facilities

I FACILITY

EXISTING

PROPOSED ACTIONS

Headquarters, at 62nd Place
Cenlter

Concessions ® 1-at Kilgore Center ®  3-at Hyperion Center, Lifeguard
Headquarters, Gillis Center
Restrooms * 7-at R.V. Campground (3), e 2- at Grand Street Center,
Kilgore Center, Gillis Center Hyperion Center
Culver Drive, Deauville St,
Parking Lots ®  5- at Grand Street, Kilgore * 3- Hyperion Parking Lot (under
Parking Spaces Center (2), near Lifeguard construction), at Gillis Center (2)

1,286

s 1,384
Recreation Facilities B South Bay Coastal Bike Path * Re-route of Bike Path
Volleyball- Near Venice ¢ Volleyball Center
Community, Adjacent to ¢ Hang-Gliding Facility
Playa del Rey Community, In
Front of R.V. Campground
*  Basketball- To Be Removed
R.V. Campground 118 berths s 30-35 new berths
83 with full hookups ®  10-15 visitor parking spaces
35 without hookups *  Children’s play area
Public Facilities ¢ Lifegnard Headquarters *  Adaptive Reuse of Old Lifeguard
*  Beach Maintenance Yard Headquarters
Main Entrance .

Rehabilitation of Main Entrance
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Land Use and Facilities Element

AREA 2: 62nd Place Center/Playa del Rey Community

Planning Issues

Potential sensitivity of adjacent residential community to high intensity uses.
¢ Improvement of parking and public access.

Finding:

Directive:

Finding:

Directive:

Finding:

Directive:

In an effort to retain the low to moderate use level for this area, uses should be limited to
those designated in the allowable use intensity table in the Resource Element.

The managing agency should preserve the area’s passive and beach-oriented recreational
opportunities such as sunbathing, informal picnicking, and nature observation. To ensure that
this portion of the beach retains its existing use level, new development such as concessions
and parking facilities should be directed to more underutilized areas of the unit.

The 35 parking spaces of Parking Lot #8, located adjacent to Ballona Creek near the
intersection of 62nd Street and Pacific Avenue, represent the area’s only paid public parking
facility. The managing agency should improve this condition by developing new parking
spaces.

In order to provide additional parking spaces for this portion of the beach, the managing
agency can pursue two policies:

1. The managing agency should attempt to jointly develop a parking facility on a City of
Los Angeles-owned parcel adjacent to Dockweiler State Beach in the Playa del Rey
community. The lot could be operated during the day as beach visitor parking and at
night could serve as resident or guest parking for residents of Playa del Rey.

2. The managing agency should develop a new parking facility in Area 3 near the Gillis
Restroom. The development of the facility in Area 3 would be sensitive to the low and
moderate intensity level of Area 2, yet would improve access to the northern portion of
the Beach.

Area 2 contains two pedestrian- and bicycle-oriented beach entrances: at the Pacific Avenue
Bridge and at Culver Drive. These entryways should be improved with beach signage and
identification.

These two areas, as well as other beach entryways such as the pedestrian path at Vista del Mar
and Waterview Street (Area 3) and the Main Entrance (Area 4}, should be improved with a
coordinated sign program that would identify entrance into the beach and the location of
nearby facilities.
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Land Use and Facilities Element

AREA 3: Gillis Center/Lifeguard Headquarters

Planning Issues

Finding:

Directive:

Finding:

Directive:

Finding:

Directive;

Airplane noise.

Enhancement of beach facilities.

Visual quality of Lifeguard Headquarters area.
Potential rehabilitation of Old Lifeguard Headquarters.
Improvement of public access.

The Aesthetic Resource section of the Resource Element indicated that noise levels from jet
airplanes arriving and departing from Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) reached their
highest levels at Dockweiler State Beach in Area 3 (75 dB CNEL). Although the unit has
attracted many beachgoers because of its reputation as the "beach where planes take off," new
land uses and facilities should be located in other areas of the beach where airplane noise
would be less bothersome.

The continued moderate intensity use (sunbathing, swimming, informal picnicking) of this
portion of the Beach should be permitted since some beach visitors enjoy watching the airplane
departures. The managing agency should encourage the development of new recreational land
uses in other areas to avoid conflicts with airline-generated noise.

Although Area 3 should not be targeted for the implementation of new recreation resources,
the area would serve as an ideal location for the development of parking facilities that could
improve access to other parts of the beach such as Area 2, and provide substitute public
parking spaces that would replace those being used during Hyperion’s expansion construction.
The managing agency should develop a parking facility in this area and monitor its use over
the term of the Hyperion project. If the spaces prove to be needed, the facility should be
retained.

The Dockweiler Lifeguard Headquarters and Beach Maintenance Yard, located near the
geographic center of the unit, provide valuable public safety and beach maintenance services
that add to the total enjoyment of beachgoers. The organization of maintenance facilities and
the visual quality of the structures, however, appear unattractive and somewhat neglected, and
require improvement.

Beach maintenance equipment, such as trash receptacles and catamarans, should be screened
from view. To improve the visual quality of the Dockweiler Lifeguard Headquarters building,
the front and side facades of the building should be treated with landscape accents such as
those recommended in the Plant Palette in the Resource Element.

As indicated in the resource management policy section of the Resource Element, the Old
Lifeguard Headquarters represents one of the few cultural resources at Dockweiler State
Beach. As such, efforts should be made to adaptively reuse and rehabilitate the structure.

Land use and building function decisions regarding the Old Lifeguard Headquarters should
conform with the policies outlined in the Cultural Resource section of the Resource Element.
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Land Use and Facilities Element

Finding: Dockweiler State Beach represents one of the major recreational and scenic resources available
to residents of Playa del Rey. Improvements for public access to this section of the beach are
needed, particularly for residences atop the Westchester Bluffs.

Directive: As illustrated in Plate 22, the existing entryway to the beach in Area 3 is relatively dilapidated
and in need of improvement. In an effort to improve both the Waterview Street pedestrian
entrance and the safety of the bus passenger dropoff zone, the managing agency should pursue
the following policies: . _

1. Themanaging agency
should work with the | #
City of Los Angeles o
to eliminate parking ]
on Vista del Mar to
improve southbound
traffic conditions and
public safety.

2. Themanaging agency
should develop an
enhanced bus dropoff
area and pedestrian
accessway based
upon design concepts
recommended below.

Plate 22
Waterview Street Pedestrian Accessway

Design Concept

The pedestrian accessway at the intersection of Waterview Street and Vista del Mar provides spectacular
vistas of the Santa Monica Mountains to the north and the Palos Verdes Peninsula and Santa Catalina
Island to the south. Although the location is currently dilapidated, denuded, and ambiguous as an
entrance, it has the potential to be a prominent pedestrian accessway, vista point, and bus dropoff area.
The design concept illustrated in Figure 16 recommends the following features for development:

¢ Bus Dropoff Area: In order to preserve the site’s natural quality, the bus dropoff area should be
enlarged on a deck structure (figure 16) over the bluffs to retain the natural grade of the slopes.
Access from a wooden deck should link to the existing pedestrian path leading to the beach.

* Pedestrian Accessway: The existing pedestrian entrance should be improved with handicap landings
to provide handicap access to the beach. New paths should be created by consolidating existing
informal trails on the bluffs that have been worn by pedestrians over time. As part of the access
improvements, the Vista del Mar crosswalk should be widened and enhanced with a paving pattern.

* Signage: A coordinated sign program identifying the beach and nearby facilities should be
implemented at this accessway and all other beach entrances.

* Landscape Treatment: The bluffs, bus dropoff area, and the area surrounding the pedestrian paths
should be improved with trees, shrubs, and groundcover.
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BLUFF TREATMENT

« Refurbish slopes with landscape treatment
» Create garden setting along pathways
« Provide informal seating spaces that afford mountain,
ocean, and sunset views
l}n

PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE AREA

» Create a prominent entrance
» Develop beach and facility identification sighdage program
» Enhance crosswalk patiern across Vista del Mar
e Landscape entrance areq

/l'\ -% .
.’,/ %
—_ w@ &_@

— BUS DROPOFF AREA

» Eliminate curb noi:ﬁo: Vista del Mar to create dropoff zone
« Deck area should be built of material consistent with unit's classification

+ Provide Landscaping

VISTA DEL. MAR

|
@

T

“Feniwy
4

il

ILLUSTRATIVE DESIGN CONCEPT ONLY

. ;
A

5 !
Ay
b
Ty

g ,
f i,
2

PEDESTRIAN PATHS -

.noﬁcawsosaiwam: mx.ﬁ_:m%oi »so:moaﬂom__“_m_umﬂaoB)S_o
« Create new pedestrian paths from existing trails on bluffs
+ Provide handicap access

__
|
|

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN Figure 16
. Design Concept:
North Dropoff Area

State of California Depariment of Parks and Recreation
County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors

GRUEN ASSOCIATES
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MAIN ENTRANCE

s Increase the number of pay lanes

e Provide automobile stacking space

o Create beach, facllity, and safety identification signage program

» Develop landscape pattern, preferably using Mexican Fan Palms /

VISTA DEL MAR

L
10
o

South Bay Coastal Bike Path

ILLUSTRATIVE DESIGN CONCEPT ONLY
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

HIGHWAY

—— PARK AND PICNIC AREA

o Relocaie bus dropoff area
informal picnic areas, and public art pieces

/ ¢ Include a Visitor Center Kiosk and Inferpretive Panel

» Develop a park that provides common open space, concrete pathways,

DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN

State of California Department of Parks and Recreation
County of Los Angeles Departmant of Beaches and Harbors

GRUEN ASSOGIATES
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Figurel7
Design Concept:
Main Entrance



‘(Juama[g 2ANGIdISjU] 0} J9J0Y) [SUEB] SANLIAISIUL/YSOIY I JOUSIA -
sujejunoy SURULIp pue $31qe) JUdIg -
skemied 91910U070) -
sjue[d 9A1IEU PUB SUIEJ]
:epnjour pnod jeip yred moﬁ:ﬁ V'

*safIqowoine pue sasng Joj Jnofnd mau e 1pim vaxe jjodolp paiedoRI v

:opnouy
s1daouos udisop papusunuodsy Anus 21 Jo asn pue Aypenb [ensiA o saoxdun 0y voxe srudrd pue yred
doyyniq e jo Jusurdopoasp renuslod oy uo SNO0OY PINOYS dduURNUY U oY) JO a1njed) udisap puodss y

"PAMO[E 29 Jou [jtm sudis
30 sosn aendoaddeur Joyo pue Swisnioape [onpod *susis uo pooseyd uvl Ioyiea soSenSury 210408
Ul WIOJ USIHIIM U d[Qe[IeAR dpewr 9q pinoys uoneuriojur Arojendal pue ‘vopeiesdiayn ‘uoneiuatiQ
‘pozinuir 9q pinoys afeudis -udisep o our pelesodioour 9q ospe pinoys (siysi wnipos

-yd1y) Sunysiy Juedde pue oFeudis Mau ‘UONIPPE U] *ISIUD SIONSIA Yovaq S $$auusdo S) 90I0JuId) pue’

yoeag A1 JO JAIOBIRYD A1) 198 03 pajezodIoour &g pinoys sjuswieal) juswaaed [eroads pue soo wWIed

‘samjory yoeaq Supsixo juswejdwiod 0] pazijiin 2q pjnoys.
o1A1s uearaNpA ystueds v -fouuosiad apeys 01 palonmsuod aq pnoys mBEoHEm puejst Aed fews

*Kyoedes yead Je SOPOIYRA (L J2AD OJRPOUIWIOIIL O} 3L 9 [[IM
ooeds Suryoe)s sfiqowoiny  *dIYEI) YA Ajunod pue Aduadiourd pue Ay ‘olqowoine eredsg

'Aempeol o Surdinses pue ‘ueipewr unsixe oy Suneunme Aq paysdwodde 9q
PINOS styy, °soul] qind Surisixa ) unpia 08 op nq ‘ssuey Aed mog 01 sue] Led o[Surs oY) wIoISURIL],

:uones Anug IsMamNo0(] 9y} J0} Speul a1¢ SUCNEPUSIIUIOdaI FUIMO[O] 9Y) “SanssI
9SOY} SSRIPPE 0 WO0}Q ue U “Stpuow Joununs-pru 93 Sunnp Apenoned ‘goeeq oyl Surmius digen
Jo xnpyur o8| e jeaw Aenbope 01 saperaduul sowoseq n ‘sesodind A39Jes 10y JRN [ BISIA Suope
Suryaed ap1sqInd Jo uoneUWIR 9Y) PUB ‘SANINIOL] [euonRaIcRl pue Suryjred Jo uonippe pasodoxd S\ PIm

JUAWILY SN pun 35[) PUvT




Land Use and Facilities Element

AREA 5: RV Campground/Hyperion and Grand Street Centers

Planning Issues

¢ Underutilization of this portion of the Beach.
¢ Potential expansion of RV Campground.
¢ Potential for higher intensity uses that would be inappropriate for other areas of the Beach.

Finding:

Directive:

Finding:

Directive.;

Finding:

Directive:

With the exception of the Recreation Vehicle Campground, this portion of the unit is highly
underutilized. Since many of the other areas of Dockweiler can only sustain low to moderate
use intensity, Area 5 should provide opportunities for higher intensity recreational uses.

If Dockweiler State Beach is to be improved with more intensive recreational activities, the
managing agency should plan and develop such land uses in a recreational cluster, An ideal
location for such a center would be in the area south of the R.V. Campground near the new
Hyperion Parking Lot.

Since opening in 1984, the R.V. Campground has proven to be very popular with the public
and because of the high demand for these facilities, has been a successful revenue-generating
facility for the County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors. If the demand
for the Campground continues, the facility should be expanded.

The managing agency has previously explored the possibility of expanding the R.V.
Campground. 1If the facility retains its popularity, the agency should conduct a study that
would expand the campground on land south of the existing complex, Among other
improvements that should be studied are a visitor parking lot and children’s play area,

The bluff area of the Hyperion Parking Lot provides an opportunity for the development of
two new recreation facilities:
1. On the northern rim, a volleyball area could be created.

2. On the southern bluffs, a hang-gliding facility commemorating the site where the sport
originated could be constructed.

The managing agency should plan for the development of both facilities by conducting a site
design study for each location. These studies should seek to implement the Design Concepts
illustrated in Figures 18 and 19 and outlined in the sections below.

Design Concepts: Volleyball Area

. As a response to the continued popularity of organized volleyball tournaments during the mid and late

summer months, a competition volleyball amphitheater that would showcase the sport has been planned
for Dockweiler State Beach. A Volleyball Area is envisioned (Plate 24), and should be oriented toward
the northwest to allow for maximum ocean, mountain, and sunset views.
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Land Use and Facilities Element

Plate 24
Volleyball Area Site (foreground)
In order to create a "Volleyball Area," the following recommendations are made:
¢ The existing bike path must be relocated closer to the beach bluifs in order to position the volleyball
area against the Hyperion parking lot and retain the visual quality of the beach. The relocation will
allow enough area for the R.V. Campground to be expanded by approximately 50 berths.
¢ Bicycle racks should be provided.

® A Interpretive or Food Concession and Restroom Facility should also be provided.

¢ The design should provide for pedestrian staircases and handicap accessways that will connect visitors
from the Beach and the Hyperion parking lot.

¢ Landscape treatment should include the following:
- Embankments should be replanted with drought tolerant native groundcovers and shrubs.
- Mexican Fan Palms, which currently exist on the beach, should be used to accent the
importance of the area as well as help the facility blend in with the rest of the beach
environment.

Design Concepts: Hang-Gliding Practice Area
The history of Hang-gliding is well documented at Dockweiler State Beach. Within steps of the planned

Practice Area, the sport emerged during the mid-1960s as enthusiasts glided from the bluffs of

Dockweiler using Bamboo Butterfly Gliders. In an effort to commemorate as well as teach the sport to
other enthusiasts, a portion of land adjacent and southwest of the existing Hyperion parking lot has been
designated for Hang-gliding.
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Land Use and Facilities Element

In order to maximize the facility, the following design concepts have been formulated:

According to both expert flyers and experienced teachers of the sport, Iaunch areas should have a
west and northwest orientation to maximize wind direction and velocity during take-off, and to sustain
flight time. The facility should also provide an area for kite set up, bay time, and tie down space
for approximately 60 kites (Figure 19).

To accommodate this design consideration, a portion of the existing bike path should be realigned and
the embankment created by the Hyperion Parking Lot should be converted accordingly.

Pathways should be concentrated in non take-off locations for safety, and slopes should be protected
with soil stabilizers, and drought tolerant ground covers.

All designs should consider implementing the following amenities:
- Bicycle pull out/rest area

- Informal Picnic areas, Barbecues, and Drinking fountains
- Landscaping: Palms with native shrubs and groundcover

- An area to store Hang-gliding equipment

Plate 25
Hang-Gliding on the bluffs of Dockweiler: January 1966
PHOTO CREDIT: George Uveges
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VISTA DEL MAR

Parking Lot #2 }

e T e Scattergood

Steampower Plant

. . ||.|..|.|I!I-.|l\|_m.l T
HANG-GLIDING ARFA —— ——~——

T, ’ .
" The~hdng-giiding ared should have a west and northwest N
- orientation to maximize wind direction and velocity during take-off \
and to sustain flight time. In order to develop this facility, site design //
Improvements will Include widening the bluffs to increase the //
hang-giiding area and relocating the Bike Path.
N
. - T .l..s;f.// ™~
_ The site design should includey”” ) /
) » Picnic Areas T L | ~
—— Concrete Pathways et LW ————
— Drinking Fountains e
L—s Bike Pullout Areq

+ Kite Storage Areas

ILLUSTRATIVE DESIGN CONCEPT ONLY

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN Figure 19
i Design Concept:
State of California Department of Parks and Recreation Hmmumaﬂ—m&uum Practice Area

County of Los Angeles Departmant of Beaches and Harbors
GRUEN ASSOCIATES
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4.0 INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT

The Interpretive Element outlines interpretive programs and facilities that would enhance the total beach
experience for visitors of Dockweiler State Beach. The following sections of this element describe the
interpretive themes, outline proposed interpretation and facility development, and provide
recommendations for the implementation of the interpretive themes.

Because of its rich and diverse history, a variety of interpretive themes would be suitable for the unit and
could be implemented by way of interpretive panels or concession visitor centers. Interpretation would
reinforce the value of several elements in or near the unit and would provide alternative passive activities
for beachgoers. Among the elements of Dockweiler State Beach that could be interpreted include:

¢ The erosion of the coastal strand.

e Wildlife and habitat areas at the unit and in surrounding areas.

e  Modes of transportation: the Pacific Electric Red Car, the Jet Airplane, and the Automobile.

¢ The origination of the sport of Hang-gliding on the bluffs of Dockweiler.

e  Safety at the beach.

e Isidore B. Dockweiler and the history of the Beach.

4.1. INTERPRETIVE THEMES

Interpretive amenities are not
expected by beachgoers who usually
engage in recreational and beach-
oriented activities at the unit. Once
in place, however, interpretation
would provide a new dimension to
visitor use. Based upon the existing
elements within the area of
Dockweiler State Beach, the
following six interpretive themes have
been created.

The Changing Coastline

Beachgoers recognize Dockweiler
State Beach for its wide coastal strand
and the recreational opportunities it
presents. In an effort to increase
visitor awareness of the condition of
the Beach, interpretation of coastal

Plate 26

The Original Coastline: circa 1930
PHOTO CREDIT: Security Pacific Photograph Collection/
Los Angeles Public Library
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Interpretive Element

erosion and beach replenishment should be provided to give beachgoers a better understanding of the
manner in which weather and human intervention shapes the shoreline of Dockweiler State Beach.

Interpretive themes and subject matters could include the effects of severe winter storms such as those
in 1982-83; the consequences of natural wave energy (littoral transport) that conveys between 150,000
and 250,000 cubic yards of sand per year; and beach nourishment projects that have replenished
Dockweiler with nearly 20 million cubic yards of compatible dune sand. The exhibit could interpret the
historical shoreline replenishment of Dockweiler through three large-scale construction projects: The
Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant, the Marina del Rey Channel Harbor, and the expansion of the
Hyperion Plant.

The Return of the Hang-Glider

During the mid-1960s, the sport of hang-gliding originated on the low but steep bluffs of Dockweiler
State Beach. The beach’s physical topography combined with perfect wind conditions resulted in an ideal
setting for hang-gliding. On the bluffs due west of the Scattergood Steampower Plant, gliding enthusiasts
first tested the original Bamboo Butterfly Rogallo design in January 1966 (Plate 27). In order to
commemorate the sport and interpret its relationship to the Beach, an interpretive exhibit should be
located at the planned Hang-gliding practice facility proposed for development near the original site of
the first test flights. ] : ,

Plate 27

Benjt Soderholm flight tests the Bamboo Butterfly Rogallo: January 1966
PHOTO CREDIT: George Uveges
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Interpretive Element

The Natural Environment

Although Dockweiler State Beach is used primarily for recreational purposes, the unit and the surrounding
area have a diverse mix of wildlife and natural habitats. Among the more interesting species sited and
known to exist at the unit and in the nearby vicinity include the California Least Tern, California Brown
Pelican, the El Segundo Blue Butterfly, the California Gray Whale, the Bottlenose Dolphin, and Grunion.
Wildlife habitats of interest include the California Least Tern Bird Sanctuary, the El Segundo Sand Dune
Habitat Restoration Area, and the Ballona Wetlands.

Interpretive themes and subject matters could include the status of each animal: endangered, threatened,
special interest, or common; an examination of the restoration plans for the wildlife habitat areas; and
a look at "Grunion Runs," a popular activity at the unit during the spawning period of the grunion that
begins in mid-March and lasts through mid-September.

Planes, Trains, and Automobiles

Throughout its history, various modes of transportation have played a role at Dockweiler State Beach,
During the early part of the century throughout World War II, the Pacific Electric Red Car Line provided
transit service throughout Los Angeles County. As part of its service, one of the lines travelled along
Vista del Mar. Although the rails themselves are gone, the old alignment is mirrored today in the current
roadway of Vista del Mar,

The jet airplane is another form of
transportation that has significantly
affected the way beachgoers perceive
Dockweiler State Beach. Since its
advent in the late 1950s, the flight
path of jet airplanes arriving and
departing from LAX have passed
over the unit. While some beach
visitors have been fascinated with the
power of the planes as they take off,
others consider the noise created by
the planes as a nuisance,

Today, the automobile represents the
primary mode of transportation that
influences the Beach. Most beach
visitors arrive at the wunit by |.
automobile. With the completion of |77, &%%:

the Century Freeway in 1993-94, plr 28

greater automobile access will be o5 Angeles International Airport: circa 1950
provided to beach visitors. PHOTO CREDIT: Security Pacific Photograph Collection/
Los Angeles Public Library
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Interpretive Element

In order to explain how these forms of transportation have physically, socially, and environmentally
affected Dockweiler State Beach, an interpretive exhibit that discusses the past, present, and future
influences of these modes should be implemented.

Safety at the Beach

Interpretation should explain the
dangers posed by rip currents,
sunburn-related skin cancer, and other
potential beach hazards., In addition,
interpretation should offer advice on
how to avoid and escape them.
Safety recommendations by beach
lifegnards should also be interpreted.

As part of the Safety at the Beach
theme, the interpretive panel should
promote the duties and responsibilities
of the Beach Lifeguard and encourage

Junior Lifeguard Programs.

Plate 29

Playa del Rey Lifeguard with Children: circa 1935
FHOTO CREDIT: Seccurity Pacific Photographs Collection/
Los Angeles Public Library

Isidore Who?

It has been well-documented in this report
that Dockweiler State Beach was named
in honor of a former member of the State
Park Commission. Little else, however,
has been mentioned about the man and his
accomplishments. Since this unit of the
State Park System has been dedicated in
the memory of the individual, an
interpretive exhibit should be provided to
complement the already existing
monument located at the Main Entrance.
Appropriate interpretive themes include
the history of the unit prior to its
renaming, and a look at the substantial
contributions he made to the State, as
well as his achievements before and after
his tenure as a member of the State Park
and RecreationCommission.

Plate 30
Dockweiler Monument at Main Entrance
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Interpretive Element

4.2 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION

Although creating interpretive themes and exhibits would provide a positive addition to the Beach, a
perception of the following potential constraints to interpretation should also be understood prior to
facility development:

e Exhibits could be worn over time by trying weather conditions.
e  Exhibits could be vandalized.
e  The unit primarily attracts visitors interested in recreational activities.

e Funding and personnel required to operate and maintain the exhibits is limited.

Taking into consideration these factors, interpretation of the unigue features of Dockweiler State Beach
shall be jmplemented through weather- and vandal-resistant exhibit panels placed at strategic entry and
activity node locations throughout the upit. In addition, a visitor concession center to be built as part of
the rehabilitation of the Main Entrance could serve as the focal point that links all the interpretive themes
at one location. The information for these interpretive themes shall be presented in a clear, concise, and
informal manner. The location of panels and suggestions for their content are as follows:

The Changing Coastline

Location: Since the Gillis Restroom is located in an area where the unit’s original coastal strand merged
into the beach bluffs (Plate 26), the Changing Coastline exhibit should be implemented at this location.

The content of the panel should trace the beach’s topographic history from the 1900s to present day. The
panel should contain photographs of the unit when it consisted primarily of rocky beach bluffs and
contrast it with today’s wide coastal strand. In tracing the Beach’s history from this perspective, the
exhibit should highlight man-made beach replenishment projects that used compatible dune sand excavated
during the construction of large-scale development projects such as the Hyperion Wastewater Treatment
Plant, the Marina del Rey Channel Harbor, and the expansion of the Hyperion Plant.

The Return of the Hang-Glider

Location: This exhibit should be located at the southern bluff of the Hyperion Parking Facility as part
of the proposed Hang-Gliding Practice Area. The exhibit could be included in the passive picnic and
hang-gliding observation area.

The panel should contain historical photographs that trace the origins of Hang-gliding to the bluffs of
Dockweiler State Beach. The exhibit should include photos from the United States Hang-Gliding
Association that depict hang-gliders test flying the original Bamboo Butterfly Rogallo design. The exhibit
should also include a history of key figures in the sport and a photo montage that demonstrates the
evolution of Hang-gliding kite design.



Interpretive Element

The Natural Environment

Location: Because of the diversity of the area’s natural environment and the unit’s size, this interpretive
exhibit could be located at more than one area. One interpretive panel should be located near the 62nd
Street Parking Lot. The exhibit should face the Marina Channel Harbor to afford beachgoers a
generalized view of the Least Tern Bird Sanctuary, the Ballona Wetlands, and should discuss water-
oriented birds and mammals. A second interpretive panel should be located at the Kilgore Center or
Main Entrance. Its focus should be on the dune restoration projects, shorebirds, the EI Segundo Blue
Butterfly and marine mammals.

Because of the diverse wildlife and habitat areas at the unit and in the surrounding area, this interpretive
panel should contain a brief explanation and drawing or photograph of the following animal and marine
life known to exist or sited in the area: California Least Tern, California Brown Pelican, California Gray
Whale, Bottlenose Dolphin, Grunion, and El Segundo Blue Butterfly. In addition, the following wildlife
habitats should receive a brief description and accompanying photograph: the California Least Tern Bird
Sanctuary, the El Segundo Sand Dunes Habitat Restoration Area, and the Ballona Wetlands.

Planes, Trains, and Automobiles

Location: The interpretive panel should be located at the proposed bus dropoff area at Waterview Street
and Vista del Mar. The panel should be placed so the viewer can face out toward the ocean, observe the
former Pacific Electric alignment along Vista del Mar, and watch airplanes arrive or depart overhead.

The interpretive panel should contain historical photos, drawings, and a brief description of the past,
present, and future of the jet airplane, rail transport, and the automobile as it relates to Dockweiler State
Beach and the surrounding area. Among the interesting interpretive themes the panel should discuss the
advancement in jet technology, the history of the Pacific Electric Rail Car, the development of the Green
Line Light Rail System proposed for the South Bay by the Los Angeles County Transportation
Commission, and the construction of the Century Freeway. A contrast of the old and new for each mode
of transportation would add interest.

Safety at the Beach
Location: This exhibit should be incorporated into the Lifeguard Headquarters Building.

The interpretive panel should explain the potential health dangers at the beach. The exhibit should
contain a description and drawing of rip currents, and explain how to avoid and escape them. The panel
should also contain a description of cancer-related skin cancer caused by overexposure to the sun. In
addition, as a supplement to the interpretive panel, bulletin boards that provide current weather, tide,
surf, emergency information, and fishing regulations should be placed at the Lifeguard Headquarters and
Main Entrance as a means of increasing safety at the unit.

The panel should also include a brief description and photographs that depict the duties of Lifeguards.
The exhibit should contain a discussion of how one becomes a lifeguard, the rigors of training, and the
important role the lifeguard plays as the "eyes of the beach." As part of this panel, Junior Lifeguard
Programs should be promoted.




Interpretive Element

Isidore Who?

Location: The interpretive panel and visitor center should be designed into the proposed park and
viewing area scheme as part of the rehabilitation and enhancement of the Main Entrance.

The interpretive panel should provide a description and applicable drawings or photographs of Isidore B.
Dockweiler and his accomplishments before, during, and after his tenure as a member of the State Park
Commission. Topics of discussion could include his education, background, and role as a civic leader,
As background information for this panel, a brief explanation could be given as to how the Beach
received its current name and what it was known as prior to being renamed Dockweiler State Beach.

4.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
Implementation

*  Although Dockweiler State Beach is currently and will continue to be a recreation-oriented unit of
the State Park System, the presence of the Recreation Vehicle Campground and the potential future
development of the Volleyball Area and the Hang-Gliding Practice Area could create a need for a
Visitor Information Booth. As part of the rehabilitation of the Main Entrance, the development of
an interpretive kiosk shouid receive priority over the construction of the interpretive panels.

¢ There are no rankings of priority for the six interpretive panels. Each would be developed when site
improvements for their specific locations take place. As such, "The Return of the Hang-Glider"
interpretive panel would be constructed during the development of the Hang-Gliding Practice Area.

*  Because of the relatively scattered locations of the interpretive panels, each exhibit should inclade
a map that directs viewers to the other interpretive panels throughout the unit. The visitor center
at the Main Entrance shouid also contain a map.

» The managing agency’s budget currently does not include the provision of interpretive programs.
In an effort to implement the programs of the Interpretive Element, the managing agency should seek
sponsorship of the interpretive panels from outside organizations that would be willing to install and
maintain the panels.

Research Needs

More detailed written, graphic, and photographic information needs to be accumulated prior to design
of the interpretive panels. The majority of the information for each of the interpretive themes is readily
available from local, regional, and national sources. Among the sources that should be consulted include
but are not limited to the following:
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The Changing Coastline

The Return of the Hang-Glider

The Natural Environment

Planes, Trains, Automobiles

Safety at the Beach

Isidore Who?

e Security Pacific Photograph Collection/L,A. Central Library
* Coastal Zone '89; Woodell, Egense, Butcher

* County of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineers

* Coastal Frontiers; Canoga Park, CA

* U.S. Hang-Gliding Association: Colorado Springs, CO
* Joe Greblo, USHGA Member: Van Nuys, CA
» Security Pacific Photograph Collection

& Santa Monica State of the Bay Report
¢ Friends of Ballona Wetlands
¢ County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors

¢ Los Angeles Department of Airports
¢ Los Angeles County Transportation Commission
s CalTrans

* County of L.A. Dept. of Beaches and Harbors, Lifeguard Div.

¢ State of California Department of Parks and Recreation
* Security Pacific Photograph Collection
¢ St. Vincent College: Loyola Marymount University Archives
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5.0 OPERATIONS ELEMENT

5.1 PURPOSE

Dockweiler State Beach is a unit of the State Park System, managed under an agreement by the County
of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors. The overall objective of the County, in operating
the unit, is to provide a safe, clean, and well-managed beach for the recreational and passive enjoyment
of the unit by both local residents and visitors from other areas.

The Operations Element for Dockweiler State Beach defines how the Operations Division of the managing
agency will carry out the following responsibilities:

Operate the unit and maintain its facilities.

Protect its significant natural resources.

Serve the park visitors and provide interpretation.

Enforce the law and ensure proper park use.

Implement statewide standards for maintenance, safety, equipment management, signing,
communications, law enforcement, and fire protection.

The Operations Element outlines broad operational goals for the unit, and objectives for implementing
the General Resource Management Policies and Land/Use Facilities Proposals for Dockweiler State
Beach’s existing operations. It identifies existing or potential operation problems, needs, and strategies
for solving them.

5.2 EXISTING OPERATIONS

Dockweiler State Beach extends both north and south of the Ballona Channel. The northern portion is
adjacent to Venice Beach, owned by the City of Los Angeles, and operated by the County of Los Angeles
Department of Beaches and Harbors. South of the Marina del Rey Channel, Dockweiler State Beach
consists of three distinct units of operation: Dockweiler North which extends from Ballona Creek to the
Lifeguard Headquarters; Dockweiler South which stretches from the Lifeguard Headquarters to the R. V.
Campground; and the Scattergood Facility coastal strand which encompasses the area between the R.V.
Campground and the unit’s southern boundary. Beach attendance in these three areas in 1989-1990
exceeded more than 3,500,000 visitors. A year-round permanent staff provides the beach with routine
visitor services and maintenance functions. During the summer and holidays, however, additional staffing
is required to carry out sufficient operations and beach maintenance. The existing operating conditions
for Dockweiler State Beach covers four different services: Public Protection, Lifeguard Services, Parking
Operation, and Beach Maintenance.

Public Protection

The Pacific Division of the Los Angeles Police Department provides law enforcement services for
Dockweiler State Beach. The managing agency also provides security for the R.V. Campground with
a security manager overseeing operations from 6:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M. In addition, two armed security
officers patrol the area from 10:00 P.M. to 6:00 A.M. In an effort to further improve security at the
unit, the managing agency is reviewing the possibility of increased law enforcement by adding an
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additional armed guard to the current two-member security force to patrol the beach during nighttime
hours.

Lifeguard Services

Lifeguard Division personnel patrol the area from 8:00 A.M. to sunset during the off season and from
7:00 A.M. to midnight during the summer months. To ensure adequate emergency aid capabilities, the
Lifeguard Staff operate in tower stations along the beach and in four-wheel drive vehicles. During the
winter months when beach activities are at a minimum, only three lifeguards are necessary to monitor
the beach. One of these guards is stationed in the Grand Avenue tower near the Scattergood Facility, and
the other two patrol Dockweiler North and South.

The summer season and major holidays such as Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, the Fourth of July, and
Labor Day tend to atiract larger crowds to Dockweiler. During these days, the average number of active
lifeguards on duty is 20, but the staff can increase its size to accommodate days of peak attendance. In
addition to these daytime services, between two and four guards patrol the area during evening hours.

Maintenance

The Dockweiler Maintenance Yard Division provides trash receptacle placement, collection of refuse, and
beach sanitation services. Restroom maintenance is contracted out by the County of Los Angeles
Department of Beaches and Harbors. With the use of hydraulic rakes and sanitizers, the maintenance
staff clean the beach three times a week during the winter and increase operations on a daily basis during
the summer.

Parking
A Parking concessionaire operates parking facilities at Dockweiler State Beach from 6:00 A.M. to 10:00
P.M. After 10:00 P.M., security guards at the Main Entrance allow entrance only to Recreational
Vehicles destined for the R.V. Campground.
5.3  PROPOSED OPERATIONS
Dockweiler State Beach was established to create for the people of California a stretch of coastline which
provides a setting for outdoor recreational activities. The managing agency’s primary objective is to
provide for public access and enjoyment, while protecting the unit’s underlying natural resources. The
foremost operational concerns are: :
. Resource Management

Facility Management
. Beach Safety

Resource Management

The resource management policies of the Resource Element identify several programs which could
increase operation and maintenance responsibility. Policies that call for the stabilization and landscaping
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Operations Element

of the bluffs, control of exotic species, maintenance of the coastal strand, protection of wildiife, and
restoration of cultural resources could create more workload for beach maintenance, administrative
personnel, and visitor services. Protecting identified natural and cultural resources, and educating the
visiting public of the sensitive nature of these resources could contribute additional operational needs.

In an effort to meet any potential increase in operational responsibilities, the managing agency should
stagger the development of improvement programs to minimize operational costs, In many cases,
however, the operation needs created by the resource management policies can be managed under
current departmental staff.

Facility Management

The Land Use and Facilities Plan proposes a number of recreational beach improvements that could result
in a more active Beach. Proposals include the development of a volleyball area, a hang-gliding practice
area, the expansion of the Recreational Vehicle Campground, and rehabilitation of the Main Entrance.
In addition, the Interpretive Element proposes the implementation of interpretive panels and exhibits at
various locations throughout the Beach. These new facilities can be expected to increase off-season use
and create a demand for additional operational needs such as beach maintenance, visitor services, and
concession operation.

The managing agency can meet these additional operational responsibilities by:

. Increasing its operations and maintenance budget, or

. Sub-contracting facility operation and management to outside private, public, or non-profit
agencies that would be responsible for all visitor services, facilities maintenance, personnel, and
safety.

Beach Safety

Gang violence and other crimes are potential problems at many beaches in urban areas. In order to
maintain the facilities at Dockweiler State Beach and to resolve unlawful activities, the managing agency
is currently seeking to implement several operation strategies. Some of these measures include:

. Red striping curbs along Vista del mar so that after hours parking would signal security personnel
of unauthorized beach activity.

. The possibility of an additional armed security guard to supplement the current two member
security force.
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6.0 CONCESSIONS ELEMENT

6.1 DEFINITION OF CONCESSIONS

A concession is a general term for a contract between the State of California Department of Parks and
Recreation and a private individual, partnership, or corporation for the conduct of business on a state park
property serving visitors for their safety, convenience, and enjoyment of the State Park System.

Although the Department of Parks and Recreation emphasizes that these concessions should not create
added financial burden on the State, it equally stresses they shall either reduce costs or generate revenues
that aid in maintaining and expanding the State Park System. In carrying out this policy, the State
observes and adheres to the provisions of the Public Resources Code that forbid commercial exploitation
of resources in units of the State Park System, and that limit the kinds of improvements and activities that
are allowed in certain types of units.

6.2  EXISTING CONCESSIONS

Currently, there is one existing
concession facility at Dockweiler
State Beach (Plate 31). Located
between Parking Lots #3 and #4,
the Kilgore Center concession
provides basic food and beverage
services, and picnicking areas.
The facility is approximately
3,000 square feet in size and
operates on a seasonal basis.

Plate 31
Existing Concession at Kilgore Center

6.3 PROPOSED CONCESSIONS

Dockweiler State Beach consists of nearly 300 acres of dune beach sand and more than two miles of
sandy shoreline. Because of the unit’s large size, the single existing concession is insufficient since it
serves a relatively limited area. Although the urban area that surrounds the unit provides nearby ancillary
services such as tackle shops, bike rentals, and informal food and beverage services, access to this area
is limited from the Beach. In an effort to provide concession services that provide not only food and
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Concessions Element

beverage, but also beach-oriented rental and interpretive concessions, the following recommendations for
concession facilities have been formulated.

The Land Use and Facilities Plan proposes the development of three new concession facilities to be
located at the Gillis Center, the Lifeguard Headquarters, and the Volleyball Area. The development of
the concessions should follow the State Park and Recreation Commission’s policies regarding
concessions, the Public Resource Code, and the following guidelines:

Concessions should be located in areas of the beach where moderate to high intensity use occurs.
Concessions should be limited in size. Building square footage should not exceed 2,000 square
feet and one story in height. If built above ancther facility (i.e., restrooms), the concession
portion of the structure shall not exceed one story in height. By placing restrictions on building
size, the facilities would retain the intent of the unit’s classification.

Concession areas should be landscaped to improve their visual quality.

Concession facilities should not be developed to compete with similar businesses outside the unit,
but should provide ancillary uses that add to the total enjoyment of the beach visitor.

The use of the concession should mirror the theme or use of the "Center” in which it is located:

- Gillis Center: The passive, oasis-
like quality of this center makes it
a suitable location for food and
beverage service with accompany-
ing informal picnic areas.

- Lifeguard Headquarters: An
interpretive concession that deals
with beach safety hazards, the
duties of lifeguards, and junior
lifegnard programs could be
implemented. Since the facility is
already currently used for
catamaran storage, a boat rental
concession may also be considered
for this center. The facility’s size
shall not exceed that outlined in
the Proposed Land Use Map

(Figure 15).

- Volleyball Area near R.V. Park
(Figure 20): A concession at this Figure 20
center should provide food and Proposed Concession at Volleyball Center
beverage service, sale of sundry
beach-oriented items, and hang-gliding
and volleyball rental equipment,
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7.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT

As its name suggests, the Dockweiler State Beach General Plan describes the State’s long-term goals and
policies for the unit in more general terms. As such, the discussion of potential environmental effects
in the Environmental Impact Element corresponds with the degree of specificity in the General Plan. The
goal and purpose of the Environmental Impact Element is to address the likely effects of these generalized
proposals, suggest appropriate measures that would mitigate potential environmental effects, and consider
alternative actions.

As a specific phase of the overall plan is proposed for implementation, the managing agency will
document its potential effects with a site specific environmental review as required by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA guidelines. For more detailed information
regarding the General Plan, refer to the following elements:

Project Description: Introduction and Summary

Natural, Cultural, and Aesthetic Resource Management Goals and Policies: Resource Element
Land Use and Facility Development: Land Use and Facilities Element

Programs: Interpretive, Operations, and Concessions Element

Existing Resource Conditions: Resource Inventory (State Department of Parks and Recreation)

7.1  CEQA PROCESS AND REVIEW FOR GENERAL PLANS

The Environmental Impact Element (EIE) has been prepared according to the amended mandates of
CEQA, which call for an objective assessment of the proposed project’s environmental consequences.
Those aspects of the proposed project with the greatest peotential to cause an adverse change in the
environment have been emphasized. Pursuant to the Public Resources Code, Section 5002.2a, and the
California Administrative Code, Section 5147, and also to minimize repetition, the EIE incorporates by
reference all information contained in the preceding elements of the General Plan. Together with these
other elements, the EIE constitutes an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) as required by CEQA.

7.2  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES ANALYSIS

The Environmental Issues Analysis section of the EIR assesses the proposed project with regard to
adverse and beneficial effects in the following subject areas. Other subject areas were determined to have
no impact in the Initial Environmental Study contained in the Appendix of this Report.

Earth

Water

Public Services
Transportation and Circulation
Plant Life and Vegetation
Natural Resources

Light and Glare

Aesthetics

Recreation
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Environmental Impact Element

Analysis of each of these environmental subject area sections is organized within the following three

subsecti

Earth

Seiting

Impacts

ons: .
Environmental Setting. A description of existing and pre-plan conditions, and a discussion of the
policy and technical background necessary to analyze project impacts;

Environmental Impact. An analysis of the beneficial and adverse effects of the proposed plan
including — where appropriate - assessments of the significance of potential adverse impacts
relative to established criteria and thresholds (relative to existing conditions, per CEQA);

Mitigation Measures. Wherever significant adverse impacts relative to existing conditions have
been identified under Environmental Impact, appropriate and reasonable measures are
recommended to minimize impacts.

The 288 acres of Dockweiler State Beach consists of sandy dune beach sand and low but
steep bluff areas. The beach bluffs represent the unit’s single significant topographic
natural resource. Although they comprise only 35 acres of the unit, they serve as
wildlife habitat areas and nature study locations. Despite their apparent permanence as
a natural feature of the unit, the bluffs can also be susceptible to sliding during heavy
rains; particularly those areas that have not been stabilized with vegetation or have been
eroded over time by pedestrians climbing the slopes.

The erosion of Dockweiler State Beach's sandy shoreline has been well-chronicled. The
coastal strand, which varies negligibly in width depending upon the season, is subject to
coastal erosion during heavy storms. Surveys of historical topographic plans and profiles
indicate patterns of erosion and replenishment from 1929 to the present. Over the past
40 years, nearly 20 million cubic yards have been placed at the unit through beach
nourishment projects. In addition, three groin jettys have been constructed at Dockweiler
to aid in the retention of sand at the Beach. Although these groins have served to reduce
sand loss at Dockweiler State Beach, they have also disturbed the natural littoral sand
transport to beaches located further south.

Dockweiler State Beach’s coastal strand is a2 man-made resource susceptible to erosion
during heavy storms. If further beach augmentation projects are required, such programs
would have a beneficial effect on the unit since it would retain the Beach as a valuable
recreational resource. Beach nourishment projects, however, would be acceptable only
if sources of replenishment are compatible with the existing dune sand.

The General Plan also proposes to provide two temporary parking facilities to be located
between the Gillis Restroom and the Lifeguard Headquarters. The parking spaces would
be used to replace those used by Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant construction
workers during that facility’s expansion. The development of the asphalt parking lots
would result in the overcovering of dune sand. Although the condition may only be
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Mitigation

Water

Setting

Impacts

temporary, the General Plan proposes to monitor the use of the lots to determine whether
they will be needed to meet increased parking demands in the future.

* Sources of compatible dune sand should be identified in the event that beach
replenishment projects are necessary.

¢ The managing agency should conduct the study proposed by the General Plan to
monitor the use of the temporary parking facilities. If the lots are not needed, this
portion of the unit should be restored to dune sand.

¢ The managing agency should stabilize the soils of the bluffs with vegetation and seek
methods to prevent pedestrian erosion of the bluffs and vegetation (refer to Resource
Element resource management policies).

The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power supplies water to Dockweiler State
Beach. An 8-inch trunk line transports water north of the Imperial Highway while a 16-
inch line has recently been installed on Vista del Mar south of the Imperial Highway.

With regard to stormwater runoff, three major storm drains discharge into Santa Monica
Bay at Dockweiler State Beach and eight storm gutters are located on Vista del Mar.
Stormwater that drains to the base of the beach bluffs flows toward the coastal strand and
can be absorbed by the dune sand.

Table 5 illustrates the existing and future consumption and sewage flow generation rates
for Dockweiler State Beach. According to the Department of Beaches and Harbors
Operations Division, existing facilities for the unit include 39 shower heads, 58 toilets,
and 18 urinals. These facilities are located at the Kilgore, Deauville, Gillis, Culver,
R.V. Campground, and Maintenance Headquarters restrooms. The General Plan
proposes two new restroom facilities that would add approximately 10 shower heads, 20
toilets, and 10 urinals,
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TABLE 5

Existing and Future

Water Consumption and Sewage Flow Generation Rates

Sewage Flow Generation Rates |
Existing Proposed® TOTAL
(gal/day) {gal/day) (gal/day)
Summer Season |
Showers! 49,920 12,800 62,720
Toilets? 27,840 9,600 37,440
Urinals? 8,640 9,600 18,240
Off-season
Showers! 4,992 1,280 6,272
Toilets® 5,568 1,920 7,488
Urinals® 1,728 1,920 3,648

*  Existing Facilitics: 39 shower heads, 58 toilets, 18 urinals

2 pew facilities: 10 shower heads, 20 toilets, 10 urinals

! Peak scason based on 10 showers/shower/day ot 2 minutes each shower. Off-season based on
2 showers/shower/day at 1 minute each shower. Regular shower flow at 8 gallons/minute.

2 Peak secason based on 10 flushes/toilet/day. Off-scason based on 2 flushes/toilet/day.
Regular toilet flushes at 4 gallons/flush.

! Peuk scason based on 10 flushes/toilet/day. Off-scason based on 2 flushes/toilet/day.
Regular toilet flushes at 4 gallons/fush.

¢ The construction of new restroom facilities should include fixtures that comply with
local, regional, and state water conservation programs. Among fixtures that can be
implemented for the unit’s public facilities include toilet displacement bags and low
flow shower heads which dispense 2.8 gallons of water per minute.

¢ All proposed facilities should connect water and sewer trunk lines to the existing
facilities located below Vista del Mar.

Public Services

Setting

The development of higher intensity land uses at Dockweiler State Beach could result in
the need for additional public services such as police and fire protection.

Police: The Los Angeles Police Department, Pacific Division, provides law enforcement
services for Dockweiler State Beach. The Pacific Division is located at 12312 Culver
Boulevard in the City of Los Angeles and currently operates with a staff of approximately
300 sworn officers. To ensure adequate response time to beach area communities, the
Police Department also operates a substation located between Winward Street and Ocean
Walk,
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Fire: The Los Angeles City Fire Department, Fire Station #51, provides fire protection
services for Dockweiler State Beach. Fire Station #51 is located at 10435 Sepulveda
Boulevard, approximately three miles east of the unit. The Station operates with a staff
of four firefighters equipped with a triple engine company truck. Response time to the
Beach is estimated at 10 minutes or less.

The proposed development of new recreation-oriented facilities such as the Volleyball
Area, the Hang-Gliding Practice Area, and the expansion of the Recreation Vehicle
Campground would attract larger crowds during the off-season as well as during peak
attendance days. The increase in the number of persons and the presence of new
structures and facilities could effect law enforcement and firefighting response times and
staffing needs. Each agency, however, has indicated that the addition of new recreational
facilities would not significantly impact their ability to provide public services to
Dockweiler State Beach,

* To supplement the existing public services provided by outside departments, the
managing agency may consider increasing security personnel at the unit during
evening hours and peak attendance days.

¢ Well-populated areas such as parking facilities and activity centers should be well-
lighted. The landscaping features at these facilities should be aesthetically pleasing
but should avoid creating opportunities for hiding places.

Transportation and Circulation

Setting

Impacts

Mitigation

According to the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, daily traffic
volumes at the intersection of Imperial Highway and Vista del Mar average slightly less
than 35,000 vehicle trips per day. From traffic surveys conducted in March 1990,
vehicular traffic near the unit’s Main Entrance included 505 eastbound and 5,010
westbound trips on Imperial Highway, and 17,272 northbound and 11,987 southbound
trips on Vista del Mar. Parking facilities for Dockweiler State Beach can be accessed at
Grand Avenue (150 spaces), the Hyperion Parking Lot at 12000 Vista del Mar (600
spaces), at the 62nd Street Lot (35 spaces) and through the Main Entrance (1,200 spaces).
Because the Beach is currently underutilized, the single pay station at the Main Entrance
rarely incurs heavy traffic stacking onto Vista del Mar and the Imperial Highway.

The General Plan proposes a net increase in parking facilities from approximately 2,000
existing and temporary spaces to more than 2,600 total permanent spaces. The
development of the spaces would increase vehicular traffic at the beach. In addition, the
Plan’s land use and facilities policies recommend the development of higher intensity uses
at the unit. Although these plans would not likely affect vehicular traffic during off-
season and non-peak period days, peak attendance days may impact traffic movement at
the unit as well as neighboring areas.

Although the managing agency proposes to add more than 600 new parking spaces at

Dockweiler, the spaces will be created to substitute for those being used by Hyperion
Wastewater Treatment Plant employees during the construction of that facility. In
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addition, the Los Angeles Department of Transportation has previously mitigated the 600
spaces of the Hyperion Lot through mitigation measures provided in Notice of
Determination 89-08-3001 (Negative Declaration). Mitigations for this facility included
acceleration and deceleration lanes on the west side of Vista del Mar, a left turn lane for
northbound traffic, and a traffic signal, To mitigate the 600-700 spaces proposed for the
parking facilities to be located between the Gillis Restroom and the Lifeguard
Headquarters, the managing agency should comply with the following mitigation
measures:

e Monitor the use of new parking facilities for the duration of the Hyperion expansion
project to determine the need for these facilities.

o In order to ensure that vehicular traffic does not block the flow of traffic on Vista del
Mar and the Imperial Highway, the managing agency should rehabilitate the Main
Entrance to allow for increased vehicular stacking. Improvements should include
increasing the number of vehicle lanes, increasing the number of pay stations, and
extending stacking lanes along Vista del Mar by red-striping curbside parking north
of the Main Entry.

During peak attendance days that include but are not limited to Easter Sunday,

Memorial Day, the Fourth of July and Labor Day, the Department will provide

additional traffic control as needed, at the Main Entrance (intersection of Imperial
- Highway and Vista Del Mar).

Plant Life and Vegetation

Setting

Impacts

Mitigation

Existing plant life at Dockweiler State Beach comes in the form of groundcover and
coastal sage scrub on the bluffs and as a landscape feature at public facilities. The most
dominant species include Mexican Fan Palm, Bird of Paradise, Melaleuca, and various
species of ice plant. At most locations, the vegetation on the bluffs appears sparse and
denuded. In order to stabilize the slopes, the existing conditions must be improved.

The proposed resource management policies of the General Plan would provide beneficial
environmental effects for Dockweiler State Beach. The Plan proposes the elimination of
exotic species, the re-introduction of native species, and the implementation of plant
species that would add to the aesthetic and natural quality of the unit. The General Plan
also proposes landscape treatment as part of the construction of new beach facilities and
recreation activity centers.

¢ The managing agency shall follow the goals and policies for plant life and vegetation
as outlined in the Resource Element of the General Plan,

¢ Aside from typical beach maintenance and clean-up, vegetation should be properly
maintained. Trees and shrubs should be pruned once a year and ground covers on the
slopes of the bluffs should be trimmed and pruned as needed in order to avoid the
species from invading nearby territories.
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Natural Resources

Setting

Impacts

Mitigation

The Beach’s topography, as it existed during the 1920s and 1930s, consisted of ocean
waves crashing onto the base of rocky beach bluffs. The only portion of sandy shoreline
was located at the northern portion of the beach near Ballona Lagoon. Today, the beach
bluffs remain as a resource, but have since been joined by the man-made Dockweiler
Coastal Strand that extends from Ballona Creek to the morth to the Scattergood
Steampower Plant to the south.

The proposed resource management policies outlined in the Resource Element of this
Plan would positively affect the unit’s single, significant topographic natural resource.
The General Plan provides for the protection of the beach bluffs from human-caused
erosion and stabilizes the slopes with appropriate ground covers.

The construction of additional restrooms and concessions would result in the consumption
of natural resources such as water and power. During the construction of the various
facilities and activity centers proposed by the General Plan, fossil fuels would also be
consumed.

* The managing agency shall follow the goals and policies for the protection of natural
resources as outlined in the Resource Element of the General Plan.

Light and Glare

Setting

Impacts

Mitigation

For the purpose of this analysis, light and glare is defined as those uses that could detract
from the enjoyment of beachgoers or nearby residents through bright reflection or
illumination, Existing sources of light and glare at Dockweiler State Beach include
lighting from parking lots, vehicles traveling along Vista del Mar, and the reflection of
the ocean.

The Land Use and Facilities Element of the General Plan proposes the construction of
new parking facilities near the Gillis Restroom, the expansion of the R.V. Campground,
the rehabilitation of the Main Entrance, and additional restroom and concession facilities.
Each of these proposals presents potential light and glare impacts. Since lighting fixtures
will be installed at these areas, the lighting system could potentially cause light and glare
for nearby residents, campers at the R.V. Park, and motorists along Vista del Mar.
Similarly, the texture of materials chosen for construction of these developments could
create light and glare impacts.

¢ Lighting systems installed at Dockweiler State Beach should use high-pressure sodium

lights. Directional lighting should be utilized that would shield adjacent residences
- from potential light and glare impacts,
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Aesthetics

Senting

Impacts

Mitigation

Recreation

Setting

¢ Building designs should avoid the use of highly reflective surfaces or blank wall
facades. In order reduce light and glare, structures should be designed with variations
in plane, identifiable but non-reflective colors, and screened maintenance equipment.

Because of'its centralized location along Santa Monica Bay, visitors of Dockweiler State
Beach and residents in adjacent communities are afforded spectacular views of the Santa
Monica Mountains, Palos Verdes Peninsula, Santa Catalina Island, and sunsets. Its
location in an urban area, however, also provides detracting views of heavy industrial
complexes such as the Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant, the Scattergood
Steampower Plant, and the Chevron Oil Refinery.

With regard to the visual quality of the Beach itself, existing facilities such as the Gillis
Restroom and the Recreation Vehicle Campground have been attractively designed and
landscaped. Other facilities and features such as restrooms, concession areas, the
Lifeguard Headquarters, and the beach bluffs appear dilapidated and neglected, and
require improved landscape treatment and design renovation.

The development of new facilities could be incompatible with the natural quality of the
existing built form as well as impact some the unit’s spectacular view corridors and vista
points. In an effort to minimize the effect of new development at Dockweiler State
Beach, the General Plan has recommended illustrative design concepts to govern the
design, development, and construction of proposed public facilities and recreation activity
centers,

* During site specific implementation of the proposed developments for the unit, the
managing agency should follow the illustrative design concepts outlined in the Land
Use and Facilities Element of the General Plan.

e Specific building standards — height, mass, scale, buildable area - should be
established for each of the facilities proposed in the Land Use and Facilities Element.

* Site specific projects should contain a landscape site design that details the types of
plants to be used as landscape treatments.

Dockweiler State Beach is a man-made recreational resource. Without the continued
efforts of beach nourishment projects, the Beach would only consist of beach bluffs as
it did in the 1920s and 1930s. The existing recreational resources the beach has
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to offer include the Recreation Vehicle Campground, informal volleyball facilities, and
a portion of the South Bay Coastal Bike Path. The County of Los Angeles Department
of Beaches and Harbors manages these resources.

Since the Beach is primarily a recreational resource, the proposed expansion of the
Recreation Vehicle Campground, the comstruction of the Volleyball Area, and the
restoration of a Hang-Gliding Practice Area would have a beneficial effect on the unit.
In addition, the planned activity centers have been located in the underutilized southern
portion of the unit in an effort to create interest in that area, and redirect beach visitors
from the more residentially-oriented neighborhood near the Beach’s northern boundary.

However, because of the increased activity proposed for the Beach, potential impacts
could include security concerns, safety factors for beach visitors, conflicts for space
between existing and proposed recreational uses, and overutilization that may stretch the
operational capacity of the unit’s managing agency.

¢ The managing agency should follow the recommendations proposed in the Operations
Element of the General Plan. These recommendations outline specific policies that
could mitigate potential operational concerns related to increased recreational activity
at the unit.
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7.3  EFFECTS FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT

There should not be any significant adverse impacts to the environment should the proposed General Plan
be implemented along with the mitigation measures recommended. The following aspects of the local
environment should not be affected by the implementation of the General Plan:

Earth

Water

Public Services
Transportation and Circulation
Natural Resources

Light and Glare

Aesthetics

In addition, the following aspects of the local environment should receive net beneficial effects from
development of the Plan:

. Plant Life: Benefitting from the re-introduction of native species, the removal of invasive
species, and the aesthetic improvement of facilities through landscape treatment.

. Recreation: Benefitting from the retention of the coastal strand, expansion of existing
recreation facilities such as the R.V. Campground, and the development of new, diverse
recreational opportunities such as the Volleyball Area and the Hang-Gliding Practice
Area.

7.4 RELATIONSHIP OF LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES
AND LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

The current short-term use of the unit focuses on both active and passive recreational opportunities. Lack
of improvements to the Beach would likely result in the unit’s long-term use as strictly a natural resource
consisting predominantly of beach biuffs, and very little, if any coastal strand,

The short-term uses of the land proposed in the General Plan include measures designed to improve and
protect unit resources, and therefore, will protect the unit’s long-term productivity, The relationship
between short-term use and long-term productivity is complementary; one in which the short-term use
retains and expands the environment’s long-term productivity.

7.5  SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

If future demands or environmental priorities change, and the unit receives designation for some other
more suitable use, the area will not have been significantly altered by project implementation to preclude
changes in use. The single significant environmental change the project proposes would be the
overcovering of dune sand for the construction of new parking facilities to be located between the Gillis
Restroom and the Lifeguard Headquarters. Despite the apparent permanence of the facility, the lot could
be returned to its dune sand configuration if the parking facility proves to be unnecessary.
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During project implementation, some non-renewable resources will be lost in the form of oil, gasoline,
and other products required for the production of energy necessary to complete the proposed
development, and in the form of construction materials.

7.6 GROWTH-INDUCING IMPACTS

Development outlined in the General Plan should improve the quality of recreational experiences to state
beach users. Because the unit largely serves as an ancillary use to the surrounding residential community,
the proposed recreational improvements at Dockweiler State Beach are not considered growth-inducing.

7.7  ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT
No Project

The no-project alternative would result in no changes in the existing built form of the unit, The current
pattern of visitor use would continue with no established visitor information facilities, new restrooms and
concessions, interpretive signage, improvements to the Beach’s main entrance, or provisions for beach
replenishment projects. This alternative was rejected since it fails to meet public needs and does not
retain Dockweiler State Beach as a recreational resource.

Higher-Intensity Project

Under this alternative, Dockweiler State Beach would be developed with higher-intensity uses such as a
potential hotel project, on-site, full service restaurants, and larger concession facilities. This alternative
bases its proposals on the unit’s history as a man-made resource and its location in a high-density urban
environment that combines residential, commercial, and industrial uses. This alternative, however, was
rejected since it could adversely affect adjacent beachfront residential communities, and it fails to meet
the goals of the unit’s classification.

Preferred Aliernative

As proposed in the various Elements of the General Plan, the preferred alternative proposes to provide
quality scenic, natural, and recreational opportunities for the public. It aims to protect natural resources,
reduce the impact on adjacent residential communities, provide diverse recreational opportunities, and
encourage use in underutilized sections of the unit. As a means of improving the Beach, the preferred
alternative recommends the rehabilitation of the Main Entrance and the provision of additional parking
spaces in anticipation of increased attendance at the unit, This alternative also proposes to protect the
natural beach bluffs by closing some pedestrian pathways and stabilizing the slopes with native
groundcovers. And finally, this alternative recommends that the Beach be retained as a diverse
recreational resource through beach replenishment projects and the development of facilities such as a
volleyball center and hang-gliding facility.
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7.8  MITIGATION MONITORING

The Public Resources Code, Section 21081, requires a public agency as part of the environmental review
process to adopt a monitoring and reporting program for assessing and ensuring the effectiveness of
mitigation measures defined in a Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Because
the Dockweiler State Beach General Plan and its associated Environmental Impact Element represents,
by general reference, the equivalent of the EIR, proposed mitigations as well as goals and policies of each
element substitutes for mitigation measures that would have been included in the EIR.

The Code stipulates that the mitigation monitoring program shall be adopted at the time Findings are
made on the Final Draft for a proposed project. Under the provisions of CEQA, Findings are made by
the decision-making body of the Lead Agency regarding the significance of impacts after implementation
of proposed mitigation measures.

Monitoring Program

The primary responsibility for implementation of the Mitigation Monitoring Program for the Dockweiler
State Beach General Plan rests with the County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors, with
monitoring support provided by the State of California Department of Parks and Recreation. As the Lead
Agency, the Department of Beaches and Harbors shall be responsible for the overall program, as well
as the following tasks:

Preparation of a verification program and compliance schedule
Processing and filing verification and compliance reports
Liaison with affected communities

Liaison with other local agencies
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APPENDIX I:
NOTICE OF PREPARATION

The Notice of Preparation for the Dockweiler State Beach General Plan was sent to the State
Clearinghouse on January 18,1991. The State Clearinghouse assigned the project SCH Number
91011050. The review period for the project began January 23, 1991 and ended February 22, 1991.
Responses to the Notice of Preparation from notified agencies appears in Appendix II.



NOTICE OF PREPARATION

To: From: Los Angeles County Department
of Beaches and Harbors

13837 Fiji Wavy

Marina del Rey, CA 90292

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a State Beach General Plan

The County of Los Angles Department of Beaches and Harbors will be
the Lead Agency and will prepare a State Beach General Plan and
associated Environmental Impact Element for the project identified
below. We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope
and content of the environmental information which is germane to
your agency's statutory responsibilities in connection with the
proposed project. Your agency will need to use the General Plan
prepared by our agency when considering your permit or other
approval for the project.

The project description, location, and the probable environmental
effects are contained in the attached materials. A copy of the
Environmental Checklist is attached.

Due to the time limits mandated by state law, your response must be
sent at the earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days
after receipt of this notice.

Please send your response to Lawrence N. Charness, Chief of
Planning Division at the address shown above. We will need the
name for a contact person in your agency.

PROJECT TITLE: Isidore B. Dockweiler State Beach General Plan

Date: ﬁ//ﬁ':/f’l Signature(_%—* “ C/A‘-"——L—.«J /}IC/D :
Title Cgﬁ;gjé a?( f{11¢wu%5

Telephone (...)' 3 3ex-% {33




Mail to: Gtate Clearinghousa, 1400 Twnth Strest, Room 121, Sacramento, CA 95814 — 916/445-0613 [ See NOTE below
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1. Project Title: Isidore B. Dockweiler State Beach General Plan -
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32, Street Address; 13837 Fiji Way b, City: Marina del Rey, CA
3c. County; OS Angeles . Bt 7 3a, gag 20292 3e. phone: 213/ 305-9533
POACT IOGTIOR 4. Countys, 4a, City/Commnity:
4b. Assesgor's Parcel H. 4c, Section Ivp.. Range.
Por Rural, Nearest
5a. Cross Streets: . coomnity:
State Adr-Los Angeles Rail- Water—
6. Within 2 miles: a. o o Highway 1 be orts International © waye % vays
7. IDQMENT TIPE 8. LOGAL ACTIN TTPE S. LEVELORMENT TITE
SOn 01, ____General Plan Update 01. ___Residential: Units Acres,
o X yop 06. ... FOE 02. ___ New Element 02. __ Office: &. Ft.
02, ___Forly Cons 07. ___NOC 03. ___General Plan Amendment  Acres_ ... . Emplavees,
03, __Neg Dec 08, ___NOD I 04, ___Maoter Plan 03. . _Shopping/Comercial: 93. Ft.
04, . Ixaft EIR , 05. _ Ameyarion Acres_ . ___. .. Pmloyees =00
Supplesent, 06, __ Specific Plan 04, ____Industrial: sSg. Ft.
B am e BN . ommmity P Acres__ . mmlovems_.
) _  08. —__Redevelopment 05. __ Water Pacilities: MO
HEEA 05. __Refore 06. ___ Trangyortation: Type
09, XX 1. __E;ft, 10. _____Land Diviaion 07. __Mining: Mineral
(Subdivision, Paroel
10. ____PONSL 12. ___FA . . . Map, Tract Map, etc.) 08. ___Power: Type Watts
OTHER 11. ___ Use Permit 03. ___ Waste Treatment: Type
13. ____Joiot Doctment - 12. ____ Waste Mgmt Flan 16. __OCS Related
14, Pinal Document . 13. ___cencel Ag Preserve 11. X other: Recreation: 288 acres
15, Other - 1. % other State Beach General Plan
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15, ___ Septic Systems 23, _.._Water Quality
16, ___Sewer Capacity 24. ___Water Supply
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION
DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Introduction

Isidore B. Dockweiler State Beach has been a unit of the California State Park system since
1947, and received classification as a state beach from the State Resource Protection Division
in July 1963. The Los Angeles County Department of Beaches and Harbors commenced
operation of the unit on June 1, 1976, and continues to manage the facility today.

Dockweiler State Beach represents one of 9 State Beach units operated by the Los Angeles
County Department of Beaches and Harbors. California state law requires that a General Plan
be prepared prior to funding or permitting any major project that makes a permanent
commitment of park resources. The Department of Park and Recreation’s Guidelines for
Resource Documents (1984} outlines the basic form and substance of the preparation of State
Beach General Plans.

The General Plan will be written pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and will include an Environmental Impact Element (EIE) within the
General Plan. Pursuant to the Public Resources Code, Section 5002.2a, and the California
Administrative Code, Section 5147, the EIE will provide environmental documentation for
adoption of a certified Public Works Plan under the California Coastal Act of 1976.

Project Location

As illustrated in Figure 1, Dockweiler State Beach is located immediately west of Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX), approximately 7 miles south of Santa Monica, and 14 miles
southwest of Downtown Los Angeles. The unit is located on the eastern sandy shoreline of
Santa Monica Bay. The unit boundaries are accurately shown on the Venice 7.5 minute
U.S.G.S. quadrangle, revised 1981 (Figure 2). It is in Townships 2 and 3 South, Range 14
West. No section lines occur in this area of the historic Rancho Sausal Redondo land grant.

Project Characteristics

Isidore B. Dockweiler State Beach is comprised of approximately 288 acres of sandy beach area
and bluffs, with more than 2 miles of ocean frontage. The unit is bisected by the combined
mouth of Ballona Creck and the Marina del Rey Channel Harbor entrance. Fronted by Ocean
Front Walk, the area north of the Harbor consists of 21 acres of dune sand and extends from
Yawl Street in the south to Reef Street in the north, The three-acre Venice Pavilion parcel is
also part of the unit. Because these portions north of the Marina Channel are disconnected from



the remainder of the beach, the General Plan proposes to declassify this area for annexation to
Venice Beach (City of Los Angeles). The remaining 90 percent of the Beach south of Ballona
Creek shall be maintained and governed by the goals and policies of the Dockweiler State Beach
General Plan.

The purpose of the Plan is to provide a wide varjety of quality recreational opportunities for the
public, and to increase public access into an area that has substandard parking, restroom, and
other facilities in comparison with other state beaches. Proposed beach activities would maintain
both the active and passive recreational opportunities the unit has to offer as well as maintain
beach resources. Currently, activities at the unit include the South Bay Coastal Bike Path, a
Recreational Vehicle Campground, Volleyball Courts, 5 paved parking lots, 1 concession stand,
7 restrooms, and the Lifeguard Headquarters and Maintenance Facility located near the
geographic center of the Beach. Improvements to existing facilities would include expanded
restroom, parking, and concessions. New facilities, proposed for the southemn portion of the
Beach, include a volleyball center and hang-gliding facility.
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Figure 1
Regional Setting
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NOTE: Areas north of Matdha Channel are

grogosed for declassification from Dockweller

fate Bacch for Incomporation into Venlce Baach Breskouater
(City of Los Angeles).
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APPENDIX I
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECXLIST FORM
(To Be Coampleted By Lead Agency)
I. Background

1. Name of Proponent County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors

2. Address and Phone Number of Proponent 13837 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey,
CA 90291

3. Date of Checklist Submitted 18 January 1331

4, Agency Requiring Checklist County of L.A. Dept. of Beaches and Harbors

5. Name of Proposal, if applicable Dockweiler State Beach General Plan

II. Envirommental Impacts

(Explanations of all "yes" and "maybe' answers are required on attached
sheets.)

Yes Maybe No

— | —r—————— ee—

1. Rarth. Will the proposal result in:

a. Unstable earth conditions or in changes in
geologic substructures? bid

b. Disruptions, displacements, compaction or
overcovering of the soil? X

c. Change in topography or ground surface
relief features? X

d. The destruction, covering or modification
of any unigue geologic or physical features? X

e. Any increase in wind or water erosion of
soils, either on or off the site?

f. Changes in deposition or erosion of beach
sands, or changes in siltation, deposition or
erosion which may modify the channel of a
river or stream or the bed of the ocean or
any bay, inlet or lake? X

g. Exposure of people or property to geologic
hazards such as earthquakes, landslides,
mudslides, ground failure, or similar hazards? X
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3.

Alr.

Will the proposal result in:

Substantial air emissions or deterioration
of ambient air quality?

The creation of objectionable odors?
Alteration of air movement, moisture, or

temperature, or any change in climate,
either locally or regionally?

Water. Will the proposal result in:

a.

Changes in currents, or the course of di-
rection of water movements, in either marine
or fresh waters?

Changes in absorption rates, drainage pat-
terns, or the rate and amount of surface
runoff?

Alterations to the course or low of flood
waters?

Change in the amount of surface water in
any water body?

Discharge into surface waters, or in any
alteration of surface water quality, in-
cluding but not limited to temperature,
dissolved oxygen or turbidity?

Alteration of the direction or rate of flow
of ground waters?

Change in the quantity of ground waters,
either through direct additions or with—
drawals, or through interception of an
agquifer by cuts or excavations?

Substantial reduction in the amount of
water otherwise available for public
water supplies?

Exposure of people or property to water re-
lated hazards such as flooding or tidal waves?

Plant Life. Will the proposal result in:

Q.

Change in the diversity of species, or num—
ber of any species of plants (including trees,
shrubs, grass, crops, and aquatic plants)?

Maybe
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6.

10.

b. Reduction of the numbers of any unique, rare
or endangered species of plants?

¢. Introduction of new species of plants into an
area, or in a barrier to the normal replenish-
ment of existing specles?

d. Reduction in acreage of any agricultural crop?

Animal Life. Will the proposzl result in:

~a. Change in the diversity of species, or num-

bers of any species of animals (birds, land
animals Including reptiles, fish and shell-
fish, benthic organisms or insects)?

b. Reduction of the numbers of any unique,
rare or endangered species of animals?

¢. Introduction of new species of animals into
an area, or result in a barrier to the migra-
tion or movement of animals?

d. Deterioration to existing fish or wildlife
habitat?

Nolse. Will the proposal result in:
a. Increases in existing noise levels?
b. Ezposure of people to severe noise levels?

Light and Glare. Will the proposal produce new
light or glare?

Land Use. Will the proposal result in a sub-
stantial alteration of the present or planned
land use of an area?

Natural Resources. Will the proposal result in:

a. Increase in the rate of use of any natural
resources?

Risk of Upset. Will the proposal involve:

a. A risk of an explosion or the release of
hazardous substances (including, but not
limited to, oil, pesticides, chemicals or
radiation) in the event of an accident or
upset conditions?

Maybe

IN
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13.

14.

15.

b. Possible interference with an emergency
response plan or an emergency evacuation
plan?

Population. Will the proposal alter the locationm,
distribution, density, or growth rate of the human
population of an area?

Housing. Will the proposal affect existing hous-
ing, or create a demand for additional housing?

Transportation/Circulation. Will the proposal
result in:

a. Generation of substantial additional
vehicular movement?

b. Effects on existing parking facilities, or
demand for new parking?

¢. Substantial impact upon existing transpor—-
tation systems?

d. Alterations to present patterns of circula-
tion or movement of people and/or goods?

e, Alterations to waterborne, rail or air traffic?

f. Increase in traffic hazards to motor vehicles,
bicyclists or pedestrians?

Public Services. Will the proposal have an effect
upon, or result in a need for new or altered gov—

ernmental services in any of the following areas:

a. Fire protection?

b. Police protection?

c. Schools?

d. Parks or other recreational facilities?

e. Maintenance of public facilities, including
roads?

f. Other governmental services?
Energy. Will the proposal result in:

a. Use of substantial amounts of fuel or energy?

Maybe
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

b. Substantial increase in demand upon existing
sources or energy, or require the development
of new sources of energy?

Utilities. Will the proposal result in a need for
new systems, or substantial alterations to the
following utilities:

Human Heaith. Will the proposal result in:

a. Creation of any health hazard or potential
health hazard (excluding mental health)?

b. Exposure of people to potential health
hazards?

Aestheties. Will the proposal result in the
obstruction of any scenic vista or view open to
the public, or will the proposal result in the
creation of an aesthetically offensive site open
to public view?

Recreation. Will the proposal result in an
impact upon the quality or quantity of existing
recreational opportunities?

Cultural Resources.

a. Will the proposal result in the alteration
of or the destruction of a prehistoric or
historic archaeological site?

b. Will the proposal result in adverse physical
or aesthetic effects to a prehistoric or
historic building, structure, or object?

¢c. Does the proposal have the potential to
cause a physical change which would affect
unique ethniec cultural values?

d. Will the proposal restrict existing religious
or sacred uses within the potential impact
area?

Mandatory Findings of Significance. .

a. Does the project have the potential to degrade
the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population
to drop below self sustaining levels, threaten
to eliminate a plant or animal commnity, re-
duce the number or restrict the range of a rare
or endangered plant or animal or eliminate

Yes

Maybe

o<



Yes Maybe

important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

b. Does the project have the potential to achieve
short-term, to the disadvantage of long—term,
environmental goals? (A short~term impact on
the environment is one which occurs in a rela-
tively brief, definitive period of time while
long-term impacts will endure well into the
future.)

c¢. Does the project have impacts which are
individumlly limited, but cumulatively con-
siderable? (A project may impact on two or
more separate resources where the impact on
each resource is relatively small, but where
the effect of the total of those impacts on
the environment is significant.)

d. Does the project have environmental effects
which will cause substantial adverse effects
on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

ITI. Discussion of Envirommental Evaluation ,
(Narrative description of environmental impacts.)

SEE ATTACHED SECTION.
IV. Determination
(To be campleted by the Lead Agency.)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

T find that the proposed project OULD NOT have a significant effect
on the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant
effect on the environment, there will not be a significant effect in
this case because the mitigation measures described on an attached
sheet have been added to the project. A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WILL BE
PREPARED .

I find the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the
environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

18 January 1991 | %_,-u Clgmm .

[

Pate : o ~ Sigmaturejayrence N. Charness, Chief

Planning Division

For _county of Tos Angeles Depi. Beaches/

Harbors




ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

EXPLANATIONS

Earth: Will the proposal result in:
Disruptions, displacements, compaction, or overcovering of the soil?

The General Plan will consider whether temporary parking facilities constructed on the
Beach for the expansion of the Hyperion Wastewater Treatment Plant should be kept as
permanent facilities, once construction work on that facility is completed. The continued
use of these spaces on a permanent basis would result in continued overcovering of a
portion of the beach’s dune sand.

Changes in deposition or erosion of beach sands, or changes in siltation, deposition, or
erosion which may modify the channel of a river or stream or the bed of the ocean or
any bay, inlet, or lake?

Dockweiler State Beach has historically been susceptible to shoreline erosion. In order
to maintain the sandy coastal strand as a recreational resource, the General Plan will
consider the continued replenishment of the unit with dune sand through beach
nourishment projects.

Water: Will the proposal result in:
Changes in absorption rates, drainage patterns, or the rate and amount of surface runoff?

Additional paved parking lots would convert portions of the dune sand o an impervious
surface resulting in an increase in the rate and amount of surface runoff.

Exposure of people or property to water related hazards such as flooding or tidal waves?

Current conditions at the project site allow for overnight camping at the unit’s Recreation
Vehicle Campground. The General Plan will consider the expansion of the RV
Campground from 118 spaces to approximately 140 to 150 spaces. During heavy storms,
this facility is susceptible to flooding due to its proximity to the shoreline. Mitigation
measures addressing this issue will focus on the construction of temporary sand barriers
and the relocation of these campground visitors to other County facilities in the event of
flood hazard.

Plant Life: Will the proposal result in:



13.

14.

trees, shrubs, grass, crops, and aquatic plants)?

The General Plan would consider a plant palette that would re-introduce native and
ocean-orjented species to the beach and eliminate a number of non-indigenous plants that
may disturb the environmentally sensitive area surrounding Dockweiler State Beach (i.e.,
the El Segundo Sand Hills due east of the project site).

Introduction of new species of plants into an area, or in a barrier to the normal
replenishment of existing species?

The re-introduction of native and ocean-oriented species into the area means the planting
of some species that are no longer existing on the beach, and the removal of non-
indigenous plants that are currently in existence at Dockweiler State Beach.

Light and Glare: Will the proposal produce new light or glare?

The installation of lighting equipment for the parking lots may produce new light or
glare.

Natural Resources: Will the proposal result in:

Increase in the rate of use of any natural resources?

The construction of additional concessions and restrooms would result in the consumption
of natural resources such as water and power. During the construction of various beach
improvements, fossil fuels would also be consumed.

Transportation/Circulation: Will the proposal result in:

Effects on existing parking facilities, or demand for new parking?

The General Plan will consider additional parking facilities in order to bring Dockweiler
State Beach up to standard at other State Beach units.

Public Services: Will the proposal have an effect upon, or result in a need for new or
altered governmental services in any of the following areas:

Fire protection?

Increased attendance at the beach and the addition of new concession facilities may result
in an increased demand for fire protection services.
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19,

Police protection?

Increased attendance at the beach could result in greater demand for police protection
services.

Parks or other recreational facilities?

Since the majority of the proposed improvements are recreational in nature, additional
park and recreation services would likely be required to facilitate event coordination and
maintenance.

Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?

Expanded recreational areas, beach facilities, and public services could result in an
increased need for additional governmental services at the unit.

Aesthetics: Will the proposal result in the obstruction of any scenic vista or view open
to the public, or will the proposal result in the creation of an aesthetically offensive site
open to public view?

The construction of new parking lots would alter the aesthetic environment of the
portions of the beach on which they are constructed.

Recreation: Will the proposal result in an impact upon the quality or guantity of existing
recreational opportunities?

The proposed General Plan would allow increased opportunities for recreational and
beach-oriented activities at the unit.



APPENDIX II:
RESPONSES TO THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION

Responsible agencies that voiced their concerns and comments regarding the Dockweiler State Beach
General Plan included all of the following:

California Regional Water Quality Control Board- Los Angeles Division
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

State of California Department of Boating and Waterways

Los Angeles Department of Transportation

City of El Segundo Planning Department

State of California Department of Parks and Recreation

State of California Department of Fish and Game

Los Angeles Police Department

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
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- STATE OF CALIFORMIA——CFFICE QF THE GOYERNOR

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH

1400 TENTH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

=
DATE: Jan 24, 1891
TO: Reviewing Agency . d*/
RE:  L,A. COUNTY DEPT. OF BEACHES & HAREORS's NOP for
ISADORE B. DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN .
SCH # 91011050 o, o

attached for your comment is the L.A. COUNTY DEPT. OF BEACHES & HARBORS'S
Notice of Preparation of a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
ISADORE B. DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL FPLAN.

Responsible agencies must transmit their concerns and comments on the scope
and content of the EIR, focusing on specific information related to thelr
own statutory responsibility, within 30 days of receipt of this notice, We
encourage commenting agencies to respond to this notice and express their
concerns early in the environmental review process.

Please direct your comments to:

LAWRENCE N. CHARNESS

L.A. COUNTY DEPT. OF BEACHES & HAREBORS
13837 FIJI WAY

MARINA DEL REY, CA 350292

with a copy to the Office of Planning and Research. Please refer to the
SCH number noted above in all correspondence concerning this project.

I1f you have any questions about the review prdcess, ¢all
Terri Lovelady at (916) 445-0613.

Sincerely,

T o

L ""Z"?u;‘;r:ﬁﬂ"—— LS S —

David €. Nunenkamp
Deputy Director, Permit Assistance

Attachments

ce: Lead Agency
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STATE OF CALFORNIA

GEORGE DEUKMENAM, Gowwmor

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD—

LOS ANGELES REGION
101 CENTRE VLAZA DRIVE

MONTEREY PARK, CAUFORNIA 91754-2156
(213} 2647500

February §, 1951

Lawrence N. Charness

county of Los Angeles

Department of Beaches and Harkors
13837 Fiji Way

Marina Del Rey, CA 90292

File: 700,300

NOTICE OF PREPARATION - GENERAL PIAN FOR ISIDORE B. DOCKWEILER
SCH#91011050:

L. A. COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF BEACHES AND HAREBORS

S8TATE BEACH, WESTCHESTER AREA, LOS ANGELES.

We have reviewed the subject document regarding the proposed

project.

generation of sewage and/or waste water under this new plan, as

[ We would like to see a discussion in the EIR of the increased

compared to the existing plan, and how the county plans to handle

itl

Thank you for this opportunity to review your document. If you have
any questions, please contact Eugene C. Ramsatedt at (213) 266-7553.

JOHN L. LEWIS, Unit Chief
- o opashwigal Support Unit

cc: Terri lovelady, State Clearinghouse

(10-23~-89}

GEACHES & HARBORS
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STATE OF CALIFORMIA—BUSINESS AMD TRANSPORTATION AGENCY ¢PTE WILSON, GOVERNCR

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 7, 120 SO. SPRING ST.

LS ANGELES, CA 0012

10D (215 4203550

(213) 620-3163

February i3, 19981
IER/CEQA
county of Los Angeles
NOF - DEIR
Isadore B. Dockweller State
Beach CGeneral Plan
SCH # 91011050
vie, LA-1-R30.47-K31.78
Mr. Lawrence N. Charness
L.&. County Department of Beaches & Harbors
13837 FTiji way
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292,

Dear Mr. Charness:

Thank you for including the California Department of
Transportation {Caltrans) in the environmental review process
for the above-referenced project. Based on the information
received we find no apparent impact to our facilities.
However, any mitigation proposed should be fully discussed in
the document. Those discussions should include, but not be
iimited to, the following:

* financing

* gcheduling considerations

* implementation responsibilities
* monitoring

We. look forward to reviewing the DEIR. We expect to receive
a copy from the State Clearinghouse. However, to expedite
the review process, you may send two copies in advance to the
undersigned at the following address:

Wilford Melton
District 7 IGR/CEQRA Coordinator m%
Transportation Flanning and )
Analysis Branch

120 So. Spring Street FEB 147891
Los Angeles California 920012

e,

FTNE
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Mr. Lawrence N. Charness
Page 2
February 13, 1991

If you have any guestions regarding these comments, please

call me at (213) 620~3163. ‘
Sincerely,
WILFORD MELTON

IGR/CEQA Coordinator .
Transportation Planning & Analysis Branch

cc: State Clearinghouse

¥k TOTAL PAGE.B83 *x*x



STATE OF CAUFGRNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENGY U SR . o bt
DEPARTMENT OF BOATING AND WATERWAYS R
1629 § STREET

SACRAMENTO, CA 958147291

(F16) 4456281

February 5, 1991

Lawrence N. Charness
. Los Angeles County Dept. of
Beaches and Harbors
13837 Fifi Way )
Maripa del Rey, CA 90292

Dear Mr, Charness:

The Department of Boating and Waterways has no comment on the
Los Angeles County Department of Beaches and Harbors' Notice of
Preparation of a draft Environmental Impact Report for the
Isidore B. Dockweiler State Beach Gemeral Plan (SCH# 91011050).

However, we would like to receive a bopy of the draft Eaviron-—
mental Impact Report when it becomes available.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the aforementioned
document . ’ :

Sincerely,

%Bﬁ'n. g

Director B T v

cci State Clearinghouse

*# TOTAL PAGE.BHZ #k



City oF LLos ANGELES

SE ED) ROWE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
GENERAL MANAGER . TRANSPORTATION
L - " ROGM {200, CITY HALL
LOS ANGELES! CA o0w12
d213) dm5-22685 -
FAX {212 2370960

TOMMT‘;’;«ELEY DOT Case No. CTC 91-003

February 1, 1991

Mr. Lawrence N. Charness

Chief of Planning Division
Department ¢of Beaches and Harbors
los Angeles County

13837 Fiji way

Marina Del Rey, California 90291

SUBJECT: ISIDORE B, DOCKWEILER STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN

The Los Angeles Department of Transportation has reviewed the
Notice of Preparation (NOP) dated January 18, 1991 regarding the
preparation of a State Beach General Plan and associated
Environmental Impact Element. New facilities at the State beach
along Vista Del Mar may include additional parking lots, expansion
of the recreational vehicle campground and a volleyball
amphitheater.

Our Department feels that the Transportation/Circulation section in
the initial study presented in the NOP should be modified to a
“Yes“ response for the following questions and that a traffic study
is needed to address the traffic. impacts and access issues of the
proposed project:

13c. Substantial impact upon existing transportation systems?
13d. Alterations to present patterns of circulation or movement of
people and/or goods?

Our Department's preliminary comments concerning the access issues
of the proposed project are addressed on the attached drawing.

We look forward to workxng jointly with your staff to .analyze the
project-related impacts. If you have any questions, please call
Randall Tanijiri of our Department. . at (213) 485~-2286.

. *Eﬁﬁﬁﬂr_
; Voo ’ , BEACHES & HARBORS
" Haripal Vir : o '
- Transportation Enginaer

Attaéhment

rmt:dockrl.nob

cc: Sixth Council District

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY — AFEIRMATIVE ACTION -EMPLOYER b
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DEFT. OF
BEACKES & HARBORS
KENDRA MORRIES FE3 20 'S
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING : VI 1Ak
Heotl
BoLrdon
February 19, 1991 lenzews.':i
idieger
jnom, Sarvs,
Mr. Lawrence N. Charness 'Lzt —
Chief of Planning Division S
Los Angeles County Department of Beaches and Harbors et BT
13837 F. zg‘z Way MRITL. SRS,
Marina del Rey, CA 90291 %‘; f;:’\'

RE: Notice of Preparation of a State Beach General Plan and Associaied Environmental
Impact Element

Dear Mr. Charness:

The City of El Segundo is in receipt of the Notice of Preparation of Isidore Dockweiler State
Beach General Plan and an associated Environmental Impact Element.

The possibility of additional environmental impact from the proposed project is an issue of
concern for the City of El Segundo. In particular, we are concerned with generation of
substantial additional vehicular movement and noise impact of some of the proposed new
facilities such as the amphitheater, volleyball center, and hand-gliding facility in the.
southern portion of the beach. We feel that it is important that specific information/analysis
on the effect to El Segundo should be stressed in the documents.

Please ensure that I am added to the mailing list for the Draft Environmental Impact Report
and General Plan documents, public hearings, etc.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the document and look forward to future discussion
with you on this issue.

Sincerely,

— )

(—-:\)‘v‘- iyf."\... p— e
Sara Rostamian
Associate Planner

cc: Kendra Morries, Director of Planning

Cily of El Segundo
Planning Department Charness.SRE
350 Main Street
El Segundo, California 90245-0989
(213) 322-4670 Ext. 382 - FAX: (213) 322-7137
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l Long Beac:h, CA 90802

' STATE OF CALIFORMA—THE RES RESUURCES AGENCY

(213} 590~5113

I February 14, 1991 2t

Mr. Lawrence N. Charness

L.A. County Department of Beaches & Harbors ‘ )
13837 Fiji way

Marina Del Rey, CA 80292

S 1P 8 Foe
Danz - ] - ')
gar Mr. Charness: Sa S I
We have reviewed the Notice of Preparation of a Draft F1. .. *ha
Igadore B, Dockweliler State Beach General Plan preoject -
#21011050. To enable our staff to adequately review and _ament
on this

project, we recommend the following information be
included in the Draft EIR:

1. A complete assessment of flora and fauna within and

adjacent to the project avea, with particular emphasis
upon identifying endangered, threatened, and locally
unique species and sensitive and critical habitats,

A discussion of direct, indirect, and cumuiative impacts
axpacted to adversely affect biological rescurces, with
specific measures to offset such impact.

increased runoff, sedimentation, soil erosion, and/or
urkan peolliutants on streams and watercourses on Or nhear
the project site, with mitigation measures preoposed to
alleviate such impacts. Stream huffer areas -and their -
maintenance in a natural condition through non-sgtructural
£lood control methods should also be considered in order
to continue their high value as wildlife corridors.

More generally, there should be discussion of alternativeg to not
only minimize adverse impacts to wildiife bt also to include
direct benefit to wildlife and wildiife habitat., Those
discussions should recognize the Department of Fish and Game's
policy that there should be no net loss of wetland acreage or

habitat values, We oppose projects which do not provide adsquate
mitigation for such. .

Diversion, obstruction of the natural flow, ©r changes in the bed,
channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake will reguire

notification to the Department of Fish and Game as called for in
the Fish and Game Code,

l 3. A discussicn of potential adverse impacts from any



Lawrence N. Charness -2 Februar, 14, 1991

Notification should he made made after the project is approved by
the lead agency.

Thank you for the cpportunitv to review and comment on this

project. If you have any guestione, please contact Kimberly MeKee
of our Environmental Services staif at (213) 5%0-5137.

Sincerely,

Y

Fred Worthley
Regional Hanager
Region 5

ce: Qffice of Planning & Research

x% TOTAL PRGE.D®S v



STATE OF CALIFORNIA — AESOURCES AGENCY
” DEPART™ENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PO.BOXSK 2%
SACHAMEN

Fek_ aoy 20, 1991

94296-0001
(916) 445-7067

Eip i o IT i Spap—s

he Depariment of Parks and Recreaticon (DFR) has reviewed the subject

doctent and has the following ocumants.

The "Project Description” describes a proposal to declassify the 24
acres of State Beach north of Ballena Creek (including the Venice
m;m)anﬁmezthismtothecityofmnnguﬂs. The reminder of
the beach would remain in State owpership, managed by the County.
Improvemants to existing facilities would include expundad restrooms,
parking and concessions, New facilities proposed for the acuthern
portion of the beach (State Beach) include a wlleyball center and
hang-gliding facility.

Declassifying the northern 24 acres and allowing it to be annexed by
the City of Ios Angeles would ropreaent a major loss of prime beach for

this Department. The NOP &e¢s not identify what mitigaticn/compensatiom
would be provided to DPR for this loas.

The NP identifies that additionmal parking and restrooms will be
provided, tut should specify how muh capacity will be added.
Similarly, the expanaion of concessions should specify the size, loca-
tion and type of facilitieys. The NOP should alse gocument that such
facilities are consistent with current DPR pelicies regarding
derralopments within units of the California gtate Park Systam.

The prvposed hang-gliding facility and volleyball oanter should bo
fully describad as to their respective scope and purposes. The County
should document how thase €acilities would mast all the relevant DPR
policies and £it in with current activities at the beach.
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Mr. ILswrence M. Charneas
Fobruary 20, 1991
Page IWO

mwmmmumym. One iasue
whiehhwtidmdﬁedistheposaibumintmaimityof
gpacies or muber of any spacias (Section Sa).

Dr. Bryan Cbat (University of calirerniz, los Angalaz) and
m.mmmtwmmmmmmm
wummmammmu.s,wmm
Agency (EFA) to attempt to estahlish a nesting. calany of - Stata and
:musmtaﬂmmmimzmmmmm
Wotlands, mmrmsihlelomimisﬁthinthemm,jm
aouth of Ballona CreeX., To allow for the possible establishment of this
naeolmy,theﬂeaﬂiatshmﬂdraﬂmta'wﬂcc'myw'mto
Section Sa. The General Plan should also discuss this possible wse of
tha gtata Beach.

Mersutamachmnmmwedmmu, 1962.
Misminﬁmﬁmmttmmmmmﬂmmhas
ever been asked to censider changing the nams of the wnit to “Isadope 3.
Mmm-. If a change in the name of the unit is desirved

Pleasemﬁmumrkwithnamialm, Deputy Regional Director for
mmmeswmmmwmmwofm
and Recreation, (818) 706-1310 as work on this doounsmt progresses.

Sincerely,

Richard ¢. Raytxum, Ctief
Resource Protection Division



LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT

P. Q. Box 30158

DARYL F. GATES Los Angeles, Colif, 90030

13837 Fiji Way
Marina del Rey, CA 50291

Chief of Pallee
(2153 485 2638
Reff: DB.4
TOM BRADLEY
Mayor
February 22, 1991 \;
- o
Mr. Lawrence N. Charness ” y
Chief of Planning Division & N
Los Angeles County Department nl o
of Beaches and Harbors g @

Dear Mr. Charness:

The proposed Isidore B. Dockweliler State Beach General Plan
improvement project has been reviewed. The project is located in
the Los Angeles Police Department's Pacific Area, Reportlng
District (RD) 1491. The address of Pacific.Area station is

12312 Culver Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA-90066. Past annual crime
statigtics for RD 1491 indicate a ¢rime rate below the Citywide
average. The predominate crimes in the area are aute theft and
grand theft. The current average response time to emergency calls
in Pacific Area is 7.4 minutes. The Citywide average response
time to emergency calls in 1980 was 7.0 minutes. Pacific Area
currently has 273 sworn officers assigned over three watches.

A project of this size will have a minimal impact on police
service in the area. Although the project may have an

accumulating impact over time, the need to increase police
personnel or facilities cannot be anticipated at this-time,

To mit;gate rossible crime problems as a result of this project,
it is recommended that restrooums and parking areas be well
iliuminated and designed with minimum dead space to eliminate
areas of concealment.

The Department's Crime Prevention Unit, (213) 485-3134, sheould be
contacted for security design assistance.

Upon .completion of the project, the developer should be
encouraged to provide the Pacific Area commanding officer with a
diagram of the project. The diagram should include any
information that might facilitate police rasponse.

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY — AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER  feyten st mae mom moyoeo wiss, @



Mr. Lawrence N. Charness
Page two
9'4

Questions regarding envirenmental impact reports may be referred
to Qfficer Katrina Adams, Planning and Research Division,

(213} 237-1653.
Very truly yours,

DARYIL, F. GATES
Chief of Police

aNTEL H. ATSON, Captaln
Commanding Officer
Planning and Research Division



THOMAS A. TIDEMANSOK, Dirweter T

If you have any questions regarding

280 " 3Dud

COUNTY O

ALHAMSD

February 27, 1991

Mr. Lawrence N. Charness

Chief of Planning Divisien

Les Angeles County Department
of Beaches and Harbors

13837 Fiji way

Marina dal Rey, CA 90291

Attentton Gregory Woodejl
Dear Mr. Charness:

(NOP) for the proposed Isidare 8.
reviewed the NCP and offar the foil

Wastae Management

1LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

900 50 FREMONT AVENUE

CALIFOIR 1A TR0 31¢
Rlgdararo PDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
. £1.BG% 1460
BEACHES & HARBORS LLUAMARA, CALIFORNIA 518031466
FEB 23 81
THHEPLY FLEAZE

AGFLR TO Frig: P-6
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=

&
&

g

¥
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ckweller State Beach Genera’ Plan. We haye
ing corments:

RESPONSE TO A NOTICE OF PREPARATI
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Notice of Preparation

The Catifornia Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (AB 535: sSher) requires
each city and county, through source reduction and composting, to divert

25 percent of the waste stream ¢
by 1995, and 50 percent by the ysar

landTi115 and transformation facitities
2000, The proposed projects will adversely

impact land disposal facilities in Los Angeles County. Therefore, the Generz)

Plan must sddress this concern and
including, but not limited to, recy

1scuss potential misigation measurass
1ing, composting, and source reductien

programs. Additionally, the General Plan must {nclude provisions to provide
adequate "storage areas* for coilected, recyclabie matsrials.

The existing hazardous waste manag

may gensrate hazardous waste, incly

nt faciiities in the County are inadequate
tng household hazardous waste, which could

to handle the hazardous waste cunregtly being cenerated. The proposed faciiities

adversely impact existing faciltties.

issue and discuss mitigation measur

Any impacts which may affect the qu
should be discussed and mitigated,

Mr. Michael Bohlander of our Wasta W

The General Plan should address this
79

Tity of discharge 1n storm water facilities

thase comments, plaizsa contact
anagement Division at (818) 458-3562.

NOISINIQ DNINNYId WONd ©5:81 i6. 42 34



Mr. Lawrence N. Charness
February 27, 1881
Page 2

Programs Development

A

ERBE " 30Yd

As you may knbw, portions of the So
Jurisdictien of this Department.
should be discussed in the EIR inel
these impacts.

If you have any quastions regarding
Mr. Heward Gong of our Programs Dev

Flood Maintenance

th Bay Bicyecle Trail are under the

y proposed modifications to this trail
uding any impacts and measures to mitigate

these coments, please contact
Topment Division at {B18) 458-3940.

Within the 1imits of the project arpa, we operzte and maintain several stom

drain autiet facitities. Any propo

sed improvements near these facilities

should be distussed in the EIR {incipding any impacts and measures to mitigate

these impacts. Enciosed for your i
Tocation of these fasiiftes,

If you have any questions regarding
Kr. E1J1 Nakahara of cur Floogd Main

If you have any questions regarding
this Department, please contact Ms.
or at {818) 458-4334.

Very truly yours,

T+ A. TIDEMANSON
Diractor of Public Works

Lo Lk,

CARL L. BLUM

Assistant Desputy Director
Planaing Division

MA:rg

1/83

Ene,

nformation is a map jdentifying the general

these conments, piease contact

Lenance Division at (213) 861-G318,

the envirommental reviewing process of
Clarize Nash at the previcus page address

NOISINIA DMINNYTL WOXJ 55791 18, ¢ €34
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APPENDIX III:
SELECTED REFERENCES AND LIST OF PREPARERS

The following selected references have been included to provide additional, more specific information
related to the Dockweiler State Beach General Plan. References for the Resource Element are included
in the Dockweiler State Beach Resource Inventory on file with the Department of Parks and Recreation,
Resource Protection Division, in Sacramento, California.

The list of preparers indicates the agencies responsible for the preparation of the Dockweiler State Beach
General Plan, its associated Environmental Impact Element, and the Resource Inventory.



SELECTED REFERENCES

Documents:

LeRoy Crandall and Associates, Report _of Limited Soil Investigation for Proposed R.V. Park
Enhancement, Phase I, Dockweiler State Beach, October 14, 1986.

Gruen Associates, Shorg Protection Feasibility: Dockweiler Beach R V. Park, Los Angeles County,
October 20, 1986.

Rudolf H.T. Mattoni, PhD. (Agresearch, Inc.), Species Diversity and Habitat Evaluation on_the El
Segundo Sand Dunes at LAX, Administrative Draft, February 1, 1990.

Meisler, Engle, and Jahn, Section of Ichthyology Natural History Museum, Los Angeles County Coastal
Biota: Inventory and Database, March 1990.

Woodell, Egense, Butcher, Beach Nourishment Project Compatible with Multiple Concerns, 1989.

Government sources:

City of Los Angeles Department of Airports, Facilities Planning Bureau, Airport Forecasts and Planning
Options to the Year 2000, January 13, 1990.

City of Los Angeles Department of Airports, Noi and Land Use tibili dy. Phase
One Report, August 1981,

City of Los Angeles Planning Department, Del Rey Lagoon Local Coastal Program, August 11, 1982.
City of Los Angeles Planning Department, Preliminary Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, March 1990.
City of Los Angeles Planning Department, Palms-Mar Vista-Playa del Rey District Plan, August 1976.

Southern California Association of Governments, Monica Bay Project; State of the Bay Report

Scientific Assessment, November 1988.
State of California, Department of Fish and Game, Natural Diversity Data Base, Animal and Plant Life
for Venice Quadrangle, February 21, 1991.

Other sources:

Los Angeles Central Library, Historic Photos Collections, Security Pacific Photograph Collection: Playa
del Rey and Marina del Rey Archives, 213/612-3356, Contact: Linda Hill,

United States Hang-Gliding Association, Inc., Dockweiler Hang-Gliding Photo Collection, (719) 632-
8300, Contact: Jeff Elgart,



LIST OF PREPARERS ’

The following agencies and organizations were responsible for the preparation of this General Plan:

State of California Department of Parks and Recreation

The Resources Agency

Department of Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Pete Wilson, Governor

Douglas Wheeler, Secretary of Resources

Henry R. Agonia, Director

Les McCargo, Chief Deputy Director

Bob Cates, Chief- State Parks Development Division

Richard Rayburn, Chief- Resource Protection Division

Wayne O. Woodroof, Manager- General Plan and Policy Development
Daniel C. Preece, Deputy Regional Director, Southern Region

Jim Woodward, State Archaeologist 1I

County of Los Angeles Department Beaches and Harbors

13837 Fiji Way
Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Ted Reed, Director

Eric Bourdon, Assistant Director

Chris Klinger, Deputy Director

Stan Wisniewski, Deputy Director

Lawrence N. Charness, Chief~ Planning Division
Gregory Woodell, Supervising Planner

Gruen iates- General Plan and Environm I Consultan

6330 San Vicente Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90048

Ki Suh Park, FAIA, AICP, Partner-in-Charge
John M. Stutsman, AICP, Project Manager

David L. Mieger, AICP, Assistant Project Manager
Rhonnel Sotelo, Urban Planner

Frederick Abelson, Landscape Architect

Samuel Kim, Landscape Architect

Barbara Riechers, Graphic Designer

Ronald Riemer, Planning Intern
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